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Dear Reader, 
 

n the summer month of August, time seems suspended. Routines are 
overtaken by holidays, visitors and, in Edinburgh, the Festival – all very 

welcome and enjoyable. But, though it feels an effort, there is a reassurance 
in the inevitable return to normality, which we face with renewed vigour 
after the break. 
 
We will need this vigour to come to terms with extracting opportunity and 
creating progress from the challenges of change facing us on global, national 
and local levels. Uncertainty is nothing new: it is how we respond to it that 
makes the difference. 
 

Christopher Davies and the Editorial Team 
 

 

 
THE SIGN has been produced by Christopher Davies (Editor), and Stephen Parsons 
with John Peacock. Articles and contributions are always welcome. Please contact a 
member of the editorial team or Christopher Davies, (address on page 39): 
email: editor@stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk. 
 

Our cover picture: the rose is associated with beauty and aesthetic perfection, 
displayed at the height of summer for our enjoyment. 

I
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Dear People of St Cuthbert’s, 
 

ost of the visits I make to your homes these 
days are concluded with the words, ‘this will 

be my last visit’.  Frances and I are in the process of 
beginning to let go of the contacts and friendships 
that we have made over the past seven years.  It has 
been a good period for us both personally and professionally.  You have 
supported us through times of sadness and bereavement as well as the joys 
of a wedding and grandparenthood.  In the same way I have been privileged 
to be with many of you at moments of sadness as well as happiness.  These 
moments of tragedy as well as joy are part of what all of us have to go 
through.  The contribution of our Christian faith is to give them all some sort 
of context and perspective.   
 
Right at the heart of the Christian faith is this readiness to embrace both joy 
and sorrow.  There is nothing in the story of Jesus that suggests that he was 
anything other than realistic about the sufferings that all of us have to 
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endure.  There is no sense of his ever running away or taking avoiding action 
when something difficult had to be faced.  There is also every indication that 
Jesus was able to celebrate when the occasion called for it such as his 
attendance at a wedding and other occasions when he enjoyed hospitality.  
The juxtaposition of joy and sorrow is very much presented in the Easter 
story.  From the depths of sorrow it was only two days until the disciples 
knew the height and depth of joy in the Easter proclamation. 
 
Part of our task as Christians is to encourage one another to face and to cope 
with life in all its complexity.  We are called in St Cuthbert’s not only to 
worship God but also to ‘weep with those who weep and to rejoice with 
those who rejoice’.  None of us is expected to suffer or rejoice alone but to 
make that side of our life something we share with those who travel along 
the same pilgrimage path as we do.  May St Cuthbert’s always be a place 
where the sorrowing may find comfort and the joyful may find an increased 
capacity for celebration and thanksgiving.  Perhaps in this particular way our 
congregation may be fulfilling an important part of what it means to be 
church. 
 

Stephen 
 
 

�
�
�
�
�

�
Stephen’s final service with us will be the Harvest Festival on October 3rd, 
followed by a communal lunch in the Church Hall. This will be an 
opportunity to thank Stephen and Frances and to wish them well on the next 
phase of their journey. 
 
The October Sign will contain further articles, including details of 
procedures during the interregnum. 
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his time of year we have a veritable feast of Festivals: Jazz, Book, 
Fringe, and the International. We are sometimes appalled but mostly 

well entertained and extremely fortunate in having so much variety and 
interest on our doorstep. 
 
My “Golden” ticket for the Book Festival was for Philip Pullman and 
Bishop Richard Harries with Richard Holloway chairing the event. It was 
encouraging to observe the three men enjoying the debate with warmth and 
humour respecting each others opinions despite the different ideas about 
Jesus and the Christian Faith. 
 
Richard Harries since retiring as Bishop of Oxford has more time in the 
House of Lords and has written a new book on Religion and Politics. Philip 
Pullman’s new book “The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ”  
suggests that Mary had twins, Jesus and Christ. He read a short passage from 
his book which referred to the power and material wealth of the church as 
being at odds with the teachings of Jesus. It made me think I would read the 
book and take his advice to really study the gospels, making notes before 
criticising his work 
 
Some Christians would have liked a ban on the publication of Pullman’s 
book, which started me thinking. You don’t have to buy or read it and 
anyway banning a book in this country in 2010 because of Christian 
sensitivity seems unlikely. 
 
The Russian novel “The Master and Margarita” by Mikhail Bulgakov was 
banned when written in the 1930’s and was not published till 1966 when it 
became a classic 26 years after the author’s death. The communist regime 
did not like the political satire or references to Christianity. Some Oxford 
students have adapted this complex novel for a Fringe performance in a fire 
damaged building at the end of Chambers street. A somewhat disconcerting 
venue but appropriate for the character Woland (the Devil) and his cat 
Behemoth who play malign tricks on the Russian people. Woland mentions 

T
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that he was at the crucifixion. There is a scene showing Jesus with Pontius 
Pilate and Jesus observes and offers a solution to Pilates headache. 
 
Being intent on the play I was startled by something tickling the back of my 
neck. It was Behemoth’s whiskers. Who knows when the devil as a prowling 
cat will creep up behind you in a smoke-blackened room. 
 
Another Fringe show was a long narrative poem in Spanish “Maria de 
Buenos Aires” to the music of Piazzolla, which was the attraction for me. It 
was skilled complicated staging. I think a reformed street girl, Maria, had a 
visit from an angel to say she was going to give birth to a new Jesus. When 
the child of God was born it was another Maria. Sitting next to a German 
couple, I asked what was their interpretation of the poem? They were more 
interested in having actually met an Edinburgher – and I had to run to the 
next show. 
 
In less than 3days I encountered Jesus as a twin; as a girl; and as an 
empathetic doctor when facing certain death. Trying to make sense of a 
poem in a foreign language also led me to wondering how much of the 
Gospel is lost in translation.  
 
A bookmark handed to me in the street read “Today is life –  the only life 
you are sure of. Make the most of today…..let the winds of enthusiasm 
sweep through you” (Dale Carnegie).  The subtext was “Eat in our 
restaurant.” Perhaps I will. 
 

Jan Shepherd�
�
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hose who heard the Gospel (Luke 1038-42) on 18th July may have been 
perplexed by its apparent message. It is the story of Jesus and his 

disciples arriving at Martha’s house, who 
  
“…..welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 
the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was 
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then 

T
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to help me.’ 41But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’ ” 
 
The difficulty arises because this Gospel appears to contrast two ways of 
living, the busy and the quiet, and to suggest that one is somehow better than 
the other. We have to think beyond this form of polarised thinking, where 
one side is good, the other bad – whether in sport or war – one attitude is 
right, the other wrong, where “people like us” (PLU) are acceptable and 
others to be regarded with great suspicion. 
 
To read the story of Martha and Mary in this way, that there is a good  Mary 
and a less than good busy Martha is unfair to both women and is not what I 
feel Jesus meant.  The point is surely that Jesus and the gospel writer want 
us to be brought face to face with the particular value of listening.   
 
Listening – to oneself and to other people.  Understanding what this 
involves and the value of freedom from distraction.  From the distractions of 
what is going on around us, the distractions of what is going on in our own 
minds.  When we are free we can give ourselves space, space to express 
what is going on inside us.  And perhaps the most precious thing we can give 
another person is the space for them to be themselves. 
 
Listening to ourselves.  We are not very good at this.  Making space for 
silence.  Allowing ourselves time off from constant noise and distraction.  
We know that one way of being able to listen to ourselves is to be in the 
attitude of prayer where we hear and acknowledge all the chatter of our 
minds and try and gently remove it or at least stand aside of it.  And 
somewhere in the middle of all the distraction and noise there is a “me” that 
we do not meet very often.  It is the “me” that has longings, hopes and fears 
which are not often heard.  Being in touch with this true self, listening to 
what it is trying to say to us is an important task for our lives.  So often I 
find that people are still listening not to themselves but to the shrill sound of 
a parent or teacher from long ago that told them that they were no good.  So 
many people have had their inner voice beaten down or muffled by the past 
or by the constant noises of the present that may be telling us that fitting into 
the group is the most important thing rather than respecting and giving 
expression to what is going on inside at the deepest level. 
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Listening to God and to Christ.  What that might involve.  In the quiet and 
the silence we believe that we encounter not only our inner selves but also a 
God who is around us and in us.  The Christian is one who is alert to the 
voice of the Spirit guiding us and leading us in the task of life.  There will be 
times when this voice is clear and unambiguous but more often this voice is 
indirect or even silent.  But at least the Christian has a further resource, the 
resource of scripture and worship which mould the mind and the heart 
towards living the life that God wants of us.  Mary listened to Jesus because 
through that listening she found an orientation to reality and to all God’s 
plans for her life.  Out of that listening came a longing for that purpose 
which could be known whether she was busy and distracted like Martha or 
whether she was giving her time to the task of listening, listening to others, 
herself or to God.  May all of us be prepared in our busy-ness to be ready to 
listen, and listen better day by day. 
 

Stephen 
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Holy Baptism: On September 19th the Rector is conducting his final 
baptism at St Cuthbert’s.  The baptism of Hannah Wilson, the daughter of 
Andrew and Karen will take place after the main service at 12 noon.  This is 
because the number of expected guests exceeds the capacity of the church to 
hold them.  Hannah will however attend the 10.30 service that morning to be 
welcomed by the congregation. 

�

Wedding: On September 4th we have the marriage of Michael Walker and 
Laura Knowles.  Laura’s parents live in the area but the couple live and 
work in London.  We wish them all happiness in their new life together�

�

2011 Church Diaries: The 2011 diaries are available from the beginning of 
September.  Please collect one from the back of the church.  As usual we ask 
for a donation of 50 pence but we are more anxious that they should be 
distributed. 
 

Church Address Book: The Rector and Elspeth Miller are in the process of 
revising the address book for the church just before his departure.  Please 
consult the draft pages at the back of the church over the next few Sundays 
and add or change anything that needs changing. 

�
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ith the visit of Marcus Borg to Edinburgh in September approaching 
fast, our editor has asked that we look at what he represents as one of 

the leading contemporary theologians on the progressive wing of the church. 
I’ll do my best. But I’m aware that ‘one man’s meat is another’s poison’ and 
definitions are difficult. There are those who break out in a rash at the 
mention of the word, for isn’t it some new-fangled notion that involves 
throwing the proverbial baby out with the bath-water?  For others (and I 
include myself) it means a refreshing perspective on the journey of faith 
which informs and is informed by contemporary insights as well as by 
ancient wisdom. It seeks to be open, inclusive and questioning. 
 

So what’s new? Isn’t that what the church has always been about?  Well, 
no…I believe it’s what theology and philosophy have been about, but if the 
church is the practical application of that it has too often defined itself by 
claiming possession of absolute truth, and throughout history of being pretty 
violent to those who brought conflicting insights.  
 

The progressive/liberal wing seeks to restore ‘the heart of Christianity’ by 
emphasizing ‘being’ and what Borg speaks of as ‘beloving’ – a function of 
the deepest self - rather than strict adherence to belief (a function of the 
intellect), which may well be the result of childhood programming and 
training.  The late Harry Williams stressed the importance of faith ‘moving 
from the head into the bloodstream.’ That’s a good image. The vision is of a 
return to being ‘People of the Way’, as the early Christians were known.  
We’ll try – and sometimes fail – to rediscover the reality which gave birth to 
such passion and courage in many of our forebears. 
 

Why now?  On the one hand, there’s never a better time than the present for 
almost anything!  More seriously we seem to be at a tipping-point when new 
growth needs to be celebrated and encouraged rather than viewed with 
suspicion… It is potentially a time of excitement as we explore a future 
shared with the rest of humanity, with whom we are inextricably linked in 
the web of life.… 
 

My own involvement is at least partially born of my early years in Ireland, 
when at its worst the sharp and painful division into two communities based 
on a mutual distancing from each other because of rigid boundaries, made 
me pledge to cast my lot with the bridge-builders.  Here I stand. 
   

Mary McMahon 

W 
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18 September 1938 – 12 July 2010 

 

ouglas Bremner with his wife Vivien, and three sons, Paul, Angus and Tim 
came to live in Colinton in 1977, and left, after his retirement in 2003, to go 

to live in Parton, near Castle Douglas. He was well known and well loved in the 
community, playing an active part in such 
organisations as “The Lit” and the Colinton 
Amenity Association. Vivien, was a regular 
participant in the activities at St Cuthbert’s. 
 

A memorial service for Douglas was held at 
St Cuthbert’s on 30 July at which his many 
friends could say their farewell. 
 

Douglas was educated at Aberdeen 
Grammar School and Aberdeen University, 
gaining his honours degree in zoology. He 
was an outstanding field naturalist who 
could communicate his knowledge clearly 

and enthusiastically. 
 

Most of his working life (1969 –2003) was with the National Trust for Scotland 
which he joined as a ranger. The quality of his work was recognised by regular 
internal promotions, eventually to the post of regional director of the southern 
region. His final years were concerned with the task of compiling the authorised 
history of the charity which was published as “For the Benefit of the Nation” and 
is recognised as an exemplary work of its kind. He served on the NTS Council 
from 2003 – 2008. 
 

Colleagues of Douglas describe him as a man of principle, talented, enthusiastic 
and committed. Throughout his working life, he was essentially modest, 
concerned with the integrity of his work rather than his own advancement. 
 

On moving to Parton he was active in local societies and the Episcopal Church 
there. A major project was renovating a neglected garden, including having a 
wildlife pond dug. It gave him much pleasure teaching his two grandchildren 
natural history while walking round the garden. When struck down by illness, his 
garden became a source of special delight. 
  
Douglas will be sadly missed by his family and many friends. His was a life well 
lived. May he rest in peace. 

Christopher Davies 
With acknowledgments to The Independent and Findlay McQuarrie 

D
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On Friday 16th July four of our number celebrated their birthdays, which 
event was marked by a rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday” the following 
Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right: Bill Donaldson (80), Stephen (65), Mary McMahon, and 
John Gooding (70) 
 

 
 
 
Also on Sunday 18th July we 
celebrated Robin and Margaret 
Holmes’ Ruby Wedding. 
 
We congratulate everyone on these 
significant milestones and wish 
them continuing health and 
happiness for the future. 

 
�
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On the last weekend in September all over Edinburgh, groups of curious 
wanderers can be seen, full of anticipation – wih a “Doors Open” brochure 
in their hands. What is “Doors Open?” It is described as “a celebration of 
Edinburgh’s architecture, culture and heritage”, organised by the Cockburn 
Association (Edinburgh's Civic Trust) since 1991. 
 

For the second time, in the context of this event, our Church, St 
Cuthbert’s is opening its doors to visitors. The opening times are 
Saturday, 25th September 10 am – 4pm, and  Sunday 26th September, 2 pm – 
4 pm. Last time, we had over 250 visitors. 
 

· Information panels will be mounted in the church explaining history 
and background of items of interest. 

· A continuous slide show will illustrate the range of activities taking 
place in St Cuthbert’s 

· Doors Open day provides an opportunity not just to show off our 
attractive Church but also to say something about our talented 
congregation. We plan to have a display of arts and crafts in the Hall, 
created by members of the congregation. If you (or someone known to 
you) has skills in drawing, painting, photography, needlework, 
lacework, embroidery, weaving or craftwork, for example, please 
contact Archie Clark (tel. 0131 449 4703) who will discuss with you 
arrangements for displaying your works 

 

The “Doors Open Days” is a community project and a great opportunity for 
us.  
 

How can you help? 
 

· Offer to be a guide: meet visitors, show them round, answer 
questions (you will be given information and a briefing beforehand) 

· Help to serve teas/coffees (we will need 3 teams of 4 persons) 
· Help with the Springclean on Saturday, September 11th. 
· Take part in the exhibition 

 

Further updates will be in the weekly pew notes and in the September Sign 
appearing at the end of August. 

Wendy Stewart, Margaret Holmes 
Archie Clark, Christopher Davies 
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EDINBURGH “DOORS OPEN DAY” 
 

Tell your friends and neighbours and bring them along! 
 

Saturday 25th September and Sunday 26th September 2010 
 
We are taking part in this popular event. 
 
You are cordially invited to visit us between the hours of  
10 am – 4 pm on Saturday 25th and 2 pm – 4 pm on Sunday 26th September. 
 

 
 
 

· Admire this beautiful church, 
designed by renowned architect, 
Robert Rowand Anderson. 

· Learn about the history, artistic 
highlights and heraldry of the 
building. 

· Hear something about the people 
and activities associated with St 
Cuthbert’s. 

· See an exhibition of artistic work 
created by members of the 
congregation. 

· Enjoy refreshments and home 
baking. 

 
 
 
 

 
We look forward to seeing you. You will be welcome. 

 

www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk 
 

St Cuthbert’s will also be having a stall at “Art in the Park” in Spylaw Park 
on Sunday 29 August (5th September if the weather is inclement)..  
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he weather forecast was a bit discouraging with showers, sometimes 
heavy, in the Trossachs. 

 

 So what? If you don’t look on the bright side you will never do anything. 
Audrey had been extolling the beauty of the Loch Katrine and the cycle 
route from the Trossachs Pier to Stronachlachar, which goes alongside the 
water for a round trip of 28 miles. Well we wouldn’t be doing all of that, 
would we? 
 

Anyway with the excitement of our new bikes our enthusiasm took over and 
off we set with the said bikes firmly attached to the rack on the car. We 
arrived at the Trossachs 
Pier about 1015 hrs.  We 
were soon to quickly 
discover that although 
the road followed the 
Loch it also goes up and 
down the contours. The 
ups were serious hard 
pedalling and the downs 
were a helter skelter at plus 30 mph. With brakes full on at the sharp bends. 
 

The rain came and went as we valiantly cycled along, with of course a stop 
for a picnic lunch. Lovely views of loch and mountains were all the 
compensation we needed. The web info. had stated “No cars.” Wrong! It 
seems the update had missed the fact that holiday homes are now popular 
along the narrow Loch side road.  
 

At the stage where we considered our options some clever person had 
erected a sign that simply said “KEEP GOING CAFE, 7 MILES.” Of course 
we fell for it and back on the bikes full of determination to get there. At the 
pier it was quite busy and after a cuppa & cake followed by a short rest we 
eschewed the ferry back to our car. By careful rationing of our supplies of 
water and chocolate we had enough to get us back to the Trossachs Pier. 
 

Back home in Colinton by 1915 hrs. 
 

Oh Boy!   that hot bath was really welcome back home with a feeling of 
achievement for two bus-pass carriers. 

Jim and Audrey Naden 

T
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 first came across Andrew Greig writing in the 
weekend Financial Times of May 22/23 about 

trout fishing. Being an enthusiastic convert to the 
craft of fly fishing myself, I fell for his style, 
especially his respect for brown trout, which are 
the hardest to catch, the saddest to take and the 
best to eat. 
 

Whether or not you know what a black pennel is, 
you will enjoy Andrew Greig’s latest book “At 
the Loch of the Green Corrie.” This is a search for 
the meaning of existence, written simultaneously 
on several levels. The starting point is the behest 
of the ailing poet, Norman MacCaig (d. 1996) 
who charged Andrew to journey there and cast his 
line into the water – describing the loch to him as 
“my favourite spot on Earth.”   
 

This is the occasion for Andrew and two close friends to travel to Assynt, to 
find out the loch almost mythical in character, elusive and difficult to locate 
and for the act of fishing to become a leitmotif, energising the metaphor of 
this quest. The story is composed in counterpoint, - the journey, the fishing, 
the storytelling, the delving into the subconscious, responding to the cues 
and rhythms of nature in which this expedition is cradled. Intimate 
confessional interludes and discursive episodes build up the narrative layer 
upon layer. The canvas is outlined and the sketches filled in successively to 
answer some questions, pose others, revealing further depths in the process. 
 

This is not finely chiselled, self-consciously constructed prose. It is an 
urgent, respectful, spontaneous outpouring with memorable poetic 
observations. Like all good literature it is of universal relevance while being 
both personal and specific. Each reader will respond individually to it. One 
is left with a sense of a great continuity spanning over the narrative, a 
feeling of timelessness, with a warmth and affection for the human 
condition. 

Christopher Davies 
 

“At the loch of the Green Corrie”: Andrew Greig, published by Quercus ISBN 978 1 
84724 996 8 

I 



 16

������������
��
������
�

Hello and welcome back after summer holidays. Writing for The Sign again 
feels like I’m back at school! Most schools in the US either went back last 
week, or are going back. This weekend in a large department store, I saw the 
kids hating the frantic shopping for those last-minute ‘back to school’ supplies. 
 

The weather  continues to be hot and oppressive – I’ve spent the better part of 
the last 2 weeks outdoors supervising a ship’s cargo discharge and it’s been no 
picnic with temperatures in the mid to upper  30’s and humidity close to 
100%.. 
 

Some good news is that the BP oil well appears to be successfully capped. 
Now the folks on the Gulf coast have to struggle to put their lives back in 
order. The disaster has wreaked havoc with BP branded petrol stations – some 
owners are requesting that they go back to their previous Amoco name. It’s 
been 5 years now since that other great natural disaster in the Gulf – Hurricane 
Katrina from which the area is still struggling to recover. So far this year, the 
Tropics have been quiet and no major storms have formed – hope I haven’t just 
jinxed the whole thing by saying that, since September is normally the most 
prolific month for storm formation. 
 

In the course of these monologues I have been asked to compare and contrast 
life in the US and UK (now that sounds like a school exam question!). I hate to 
tell you, but there aren’t that many differences, as more and more countries 
become Americanized. You only have to watch TV to notice that, and when 
you go shopping at ASDA, you are really shopping in Walmart’s little brother. 
One major difference though, I think, is that people’s Faith is more openly 
displayed in the US than in the UK. One sees proclamations of faith, biblical 
verses and such on the advertising signs of businesses, Scripture on large 
trucks rolling by on the Interstates and, as Linda and I saw during our time in 
New Orleans earlier this year, a tugboat on the Mississippi simply named 
“John 3:16”. 
 

I was in Canada recently, and the trip back was awful. Switched from one 
airline to another because of a missed connection, the new flight was delayed 
by four hours with an unplanned overnight stay near Miami airport and the 
airline whose initials are the first letter of the alphabet) lost my checked bag. It 
made me think that life is a lot like that trip – we make plans on how it should 
go, but then there are diversions and delays along the way. However, the Good 
Lord always brings us home safely, just maybe not by the route we planned. 
 

Take care and God Bless       Dennis Martin 
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Music and Organists for September 
 

Sundays: 
 

5th am Andrew Matheson O Saviour of the World (Goss) 
5th pm Andrew Matheson Lead me, Lord (S.S. Wesley) 
12th   Philip Rossiter  Almighty and Everlasting God 
19th   David Turner  Blest are you, O God, Creator  

           (Nixon) 
 26th   Philip Rossiter  Ave verum corpus (Gounod) 

 
Now that the school holidays are over, we look forward to the girls and boys 
of the Junior Choir joining us again, especially at the Harvest Festival 
Service on October 3rd, Stephen's farewell day. 
 
I'd also like to welcome Catriona Hand, who has now joined her brother 
Rory as a full member of the choir. 

Donald Mackintosh�
�

�
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I have some friends who still do not have email, or indeed for that reason, 
access to internet, but it is becoming increasingly difficult to contact them in 
this digital age. For the younger generation having a computer is regarded as 
an essential and grandparents get involved as soon as children arrive. 
Messages and photographs are exchanged via email, or for the more 
advanced, intercontinental conversations are conducted with pictures in real 
time using Skype. No need to be put off by the technology, the jargon makes 
it sound more difficult than it really is. So if you are not already connected, 
join up and enjoy the digital dimension. 
 

St Cuthbert’s website continues to do its job by offering information about 
us to anyone who enquires. Our visitor figures are climbing slowly and 
consistently. I am still looking forward to the first contact from one of our 
readers on internet. Friends from cyberspace, who are you? 

 
www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk 

email: editor@stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk 
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Here are the duty rotas for September: 
 

August   29   Don Galpin 
 
September 05   John Peacock 

12   Robin Holmes 
19   George Haskell 
26   Arnold Sidebotham  

 
October 03   Stanley Wilkinson 

 
Gordon McMurray  

�
�

�
������������

�
�

August 29th Linda Martin  Carol Tyler  Wendy Pearson 
   Amelie Bullough  Dorothy Wye 
 
September 5th  Barbara Tatlock  Val Addison  Jan Shepherd 
   Nicola McGeever  Helen Sealey 
 
  12th  Agnes Stone  Lesley Dundas  Liz Blamire 
   Margaret Holmes  Kate Mann 
 

19th  Jean Myers  Diana Kinnear  Wendy Stewart 
   Margaret Kieran  Heather Thompson 
 
  26th  Geraldine Jones  Juliet Ross  Amelie Bullough 
   Sarah Donaldson  Julie Golding 
 
October 3rd Mary Dale  Elisabeth Davies  Lesley Bowman 
   Sylvia Prior  Diana Hughes 
 

Agnes Stone 
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  Year C�
SEPTEMBER 
1st  Wednesday 6.30pm Guild of St Raphael (Rectory) 
2nd  Thursday   2.30pm  The Thursday Service  
 

Sunday – 5th Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion 
    10.30am  Sung Eucharist 
  6.00pm Evensong 
8th    Wednesday  10.30am  Holy Communion   
9th    Thursday   2.30pm  The Thursday Service  
11th  Saturday 10.00 onwards - Church and Hall spring clean 
 

Sunday – 12th Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  
  8.30am Holy Communion 
    10.30am  Sung Eucharist  
14th  Tuesday 7.45 pm VESTRY 
15th  Wednesday  10.30am  Holy Communion  
16th   Thursday   2.30pm  The Thursday Service  
 

Sunday – 19th Sixteenth Sunday of Trinity   
  8.30am Holy Communion 
    10.30am  Sung Eucharist 
22nd  Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Communion 
23rd  Thursday 2.30pm  The Thursday Service  
25th   Saturday           10.00 – 16.00  DOORS OPEN DAY 
 

Sunday – 26th Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
8.30am Holy Communion 

    10.30am  Family Eucharist 
29th Wednesday 10.30am  Holy Communion 
30th Thursday 2.30pm  The Thursday Service  
 

OCTOBER 
Sunday – 3rd   HARVEST FESTIVAL 
  8.30am Holy Communion 
    10.30am  Sung Eucharist 
  12.00 noon Bring and Share Harvest lunch  
   and Rector’s farewell 
  6.00pm Evening Service 
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5 September 
8.30am Welcome Team David Oxenham 
10.30am Welcome Team Linda Martin*, Bob Bent, Mark 

 Ball 
 

 MINISTRY OF WORD Christopher Davies 
 

 Ministrants Jean Myers, Martin Fairley 
 Reader  Sylvia Prior 
 Intercession Barbara Tatlock 
 Organist Andrew Matheson 
6pm Evening Service Roddy Clark 
 Organist Andrew Matheson 
 
 

 
12 September 
8.30am Welcome Team Catherine Oxenham 
10.30am Welcome Team Heather Thomson*, George Griffiths, 

 Christopher Hughes 
 

 MINISTRY OF WORD Margaret Temple 
 

 Ministrants Hilary Pritchard, Martin Gourlay,  
 Reader  Jan Shepherd 
 Intercession Julie Golding 
 Organist Philip Rossiter 
 

 

 
19 September 
8.30am Welcome Team Jimmy Clarkson 
10.30am Welcome Team Gavin Wye*, Don Galpin, Susan 

 Miller 
 

 MINISTRY OF WORD Martin Fairley 
 

 Ministrants Val Addison, Duncan Hand 
 Reader  Arnold Sidebotham 
 Intercession Wendy Pearson 
 Organist David Turner 
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26 September 
8.30am Welcome Team Veronica Jones 
10.30am Welcome Team Linda Martin*, Agnes Stone,  

 Bob Bent   

 MINISTRY OF WORD Mary McMahon 

 

 Ministrants Susan Clark, Martin Fairley 
 Intercession Megan Emmerson 
 Organist Philip Rossiter 
 
 

 
  

October 2010 ROTA 
3 October 
8.30am Welcome Team Pauline McLaren 
10.30am Welcome Team Margaret Holmes*, Robin Holmes, 

 Thomas Fairley 
 
 MINISTRY OF WORD Hilary Pritchard 
 
 Ministrants Sarah Donaldson, Martin Gourlay 
 Reader  Rosemary Yeoman 
 Intercession Margaret Temple 
6pm Evening Service David Mackintosh 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�
�
�
�
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Year C 
�
�

5th Sunday – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity  
First Reading Jeremiah 18.1-11 
Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18 
Second Reading Philemon 1-21 
Gospel Luke 14.25-33 
 
 
12th Sunday – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
First Reading Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28 
Psalm    14 
Second Reading 1 Timothy 1.12-17 
Gospel Luke 15.1-10 
 
19th Sunday – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
First Reading Jeremiah 8.18-9.1 
Psalm    79.1-9 
Second Reading 1 Timothy 2.1-7 
Gospel Luke 16.1-13 
 
26th Sunday – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  
Family Eucharist 
Readings to be arranged 

�
 

�
 
�
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Dear Fellow Flower-Arrangers, 
 

5th  September  Margaret Cowan & Roma Soderberg  
12th Vacant 
19th Diana Hughes & Carol Tyler 
26th  Diana Hughes & Carol Tyler 
3rd October  Harvest Flowers 
 

Once we are over the holiday period and back into a 
routine, there are two major events coming up. The 
weekend of 25/26 September is “Doors Open” when we expect a couple of 
hundred visitors into our church and on October 3rd we have the Harvest 
Festival together with Stephen’s Farewell. We need to put on a good show 
for them, so volunteers and ideas are welcome. 
 

If you are one of the regular flower arrangers share your ideas please, and if 
you haven’t been involved yet, but would like to be so, contact me, or one of 
the names on the list in the church. Thank you. 
 

Diana Hughes, on behalf of the Flower Arrangers 
�

������������������
�

This may not have been the greatest summer for sun 
bathing, but it has been a good one for gardeners.  Our 
grounds continue to flourish, and the drought prone 
areas have come through well.  We continue to 
judiciously move plants around, and gradually build 
up more structure in the borders.  A hydrangea which 
was sulking under the trees now looks much happier 
beside the church door, and a dwarf conifer and 
rhododendron have been added to the front borders.   
 
The real star plant this year has been the Dierama 

(Angel's Fishing Rods) opposite the hall door which has really flowered its 
socks off.  It is every bit as good as those in the Queen Mother's garden at 
the Botanics, which are on a much more favourable site.   

Bryan Dale 
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After Patricia Brignall organised – and frequently wrote – the contributions 
for these pages, and the last year or so, Wendy Pearson has taken over, 
Wendy will now be devoting her time to Christian Aid. So we have a 
problem and an opportunity. 
 
I would like the younger people in our congregation to have their own pages 
in The Sign which they can use in their way to tell the rest of us about things 
they feel are important, to help us to appreciate the world from their point of 
view. 
 
Ideally you younger people would organise this yourselves, but you might 
want to find someone to coordinate and give guidance. We have amongst us 
young people with the ability to write and communicate as recent 
contributions to The Sign have shown. 
 
The idea is that the pages are yours to use as you see fit. You can use prose, 
poetry, drawings or various other techniques to express your views. Part of 
your pages might be a diary commenting on current/local events. You might 
carry out surveys on issues which concern you. You can make a reportage on 
projects like “First Sunday”. You might take a point of view on current 
problems facing the world and what you would do about them. 
 
When you think about it, the opportunity is almost endless and could bring 
some exciting results. The Sign comes out ten times per year (monthly, with 
double issues in July/August and December/January). 
 
I invite you, as younger people, to have a discussion as to how you can take 
up this opportunity. Once you have identified themes, you could decide 
when the articles will be written and who would be responsible. 
 
Then all you have to do is to let me have your article at the middle of each 
month (except August and December) – and we can all enjoy the results of 
your work. You can have the satisfaction of playing your part through the 
pages of The Sign. 
 
Think about it! 

Christopher Davies  
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We were sorry to hear of Douglas Bremner’s death on 12th July. 
A memorial service was held at St Cuthbert’s on 30th July – see 
the In Memoriam on page 10. We send our sincere condolences to 
Vivien and the family. 

 
We celebrated a quartet of birthdays on Sunday 16th July. Mary McMahon, 

Stephen (65), John Gooding (70), Bill Donaldson (80). Our 
best wishes to them for health and happiness. See the 
photograph on page 11. 
 
Bob Elliot celebrated his 70th birthday on 31st July while he 
was in Liberton Hospital, from which he has since returned 

home. Many happy returns, Bob, and good luck! 
 
Some of our number celebrated their ruby weddings Robin and Margaret 
Holmes (on 18th July – see photograph on page 11), and also Andrew and 

Aileen MacLean. Our congratulations and good wishes go to 
them. 
 
Robin and Margaret were delighted to have both their 
daughters and one son-in-law with them. Their elder 

daughter, Rachel, had come from St Louis with her children, four year old 
Sophie and Rory who is almost two. 
 

On 8th August the Baptism took place of Scarlett Catherine 
Talei daughter of David and Amanda Kaukimoce. David 
comes from Fiji and he and his family are stationed with 1 
Scots at Dreghorn Barracks. We wish David and Amanda much 
joy with Scarlett and welcome the family into our community.  
 

Rosemary Yeoman writes: “My daughter Helen gave birth to a baby girl 
last Wednesday evening (11th August). She and her husband 
Andy are delighted as Douglas and I are. It is their third 
child and all under the age of three so they will have their 
hands full. Her name is Kyla  which is Gaelic for 'loving'” 



 26

 
Thanks from Stan Wilkinson. Stan writes: “As most folks know, I had 
surgery for complete replacement of my left knee at the end of May. I then 
“disappeared" after a week in the Royal Infirmary - in fact I was staying 
with my daughter, Hilary for the next two weeks, but it seemed to many that 
I might have gone to another planet ! 
 
When I returned home at the end of these three weeks, there were masses of 
get well cards and letters behind the door, to say nothing of the numerous 
messages on my answering machine. 
 
I then tried to contact as many as possible of the folks who had sent all these 
good wishes, but I doubt if I did succeed in reaching everyone, and since I 
could not meet the mid-June deadline for the July/August magazine this 
message comes as a very belated Thank You to everyone for your good 
wishes and thoughts which I so much appreciate.” 
 
Return of One Scots: The One Scots Battalion of the Royal Regiment of 
Scotland is returning at the end of September.  The casualties sustained by 
the battalion have been lighter than suffered by 3 Rifles but there have still 
been a number of severely wounded soldiers.  The Rector has been covering 
as Acting Padre and this has been for him a fascinating glimpse into Army 
life.   

�
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The Vestry met on Aug 10th 2010 and discussed the following items. 
 

The Bishop met with the Vestry members (the Rector absented himself) to 
outline the practicalities of the interregnum. It was a very relaxed, positive 
and informative meeting. The Vestry are charged with drawing up a Parish 
Profile, part of which will highlight the aspirations of the congregation as 
intimated at the Congregational Meeting held in May.  The Bishop takes on 
the responsibility of appointing an interim Rector from the 1st November 
who will take a general overview and be the point of contact. From that date 
the Vestry, in consultation with the Bishop, has the responsibility of finding 
a new Rector. The Bishop stayed for over an hour and answered all the 
questions put to him by Vestry members. 
 

The normal business continued as follows.  
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The property manager’s report was accepted and it was noted that several 
jobs had been completed over the past two months and the cost had come in 
under budget. When repairing the south chimney of the Rectory it was 
discovered that in the past bricks and mortar had been used so these will be 
removed and the chimney made good using the correct materials. 
 

Canon 35 is being sought for the removal of the old organ and the movement 
of the electronic organ in its place. 
 

Vestry agreed that 50 new chairs should be bought for the hall. 
 

Jolyon Mitchell has agreed to deliver the St Cuthbert Lecture on Wed. 23rd 
March 2011.  
 

The organising committee for the Doors Open Days are looking for 
volunteers to man the advertising stall at Art in the Park on Sunday 
Aug29th/Sept 5th and also for the actual event on Sat and Sun 25th/26th Sept. 
This is an excellent opportunity to showcase our beautiful church. 
 

We have had a very disappointing response to the fund raising/ social events 
questionnaires, as only 8 were returned. 
 

Our finances are healthier than was budgeted for, thanks to quinquennial 
works coming in under budget, 2 months aerial rental and 2 legacies both of 
which were unexpected.  
 

Next meeting:  Tuesday September 14th 2010 at 7.45pm in the Rectory 
 

Val Addison, Vestry Secretary 
 

�
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This is Propcom’s second report for the Sign (the first was published in 
March).  As before, the report prepared for the 2009 AGM is the starting 
point for these interim updates.  The next report will be made available for 
the 2010 AGM. 
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· Following a reappraisal of the architect’s 2009/2010 quinquennial 
property survey (which identified about £500,000 of repair and 
reinstatement costs) a more affordable four year works programme of 
much reduced scope was prepared by Propcom.  In response, an annual 
budget of £25,000 for four years has been agreed by vestry.  The most 
urgent safety-related and weather critical works have already been 
begun.  We have already completed major repairs to two of the rectory 
chimney stacks, some window and roof repairs, and we have 
refurbished the rectory front entrance porch and gates.  We have 
completed external repairs to the walls and roof of Heather Cottage, 
and we have installed extra internal ventilation to deal with the 
reported problem of dampness.  Painting of the re-harled walls and 
woodwork will be started in the near future.   

· By the end of July we had spent £6,214 on repairs and routine 
maintenance, and £10,566 on “Quinquennial” repairs, totalling 
£16,780.  We have achieved a saving of about £20,000 on the cost of 
repairing two of the three rectory chimneys, compared with the 
architect’s budget estimates for these works.  This and other economies 
have been achieved largely through the employment of trusted small 
local businesses (without, we believe, compromising on quality) and 
by avoiding the high costs of overheads and independent supervision. 

· As part of the quinquennial survey recommendations, the masonry 
copings of the church and hall gables above pathways will be checked 
and secured where necessary.  Some masonry joints may need raking 
and repointing.  Scaffolding will be erected for this purpose, but we 
hope to minimise any inconvenience caused by these works.  The 
church front door steps, which were badly damaged by the winter 
weather, will be repaired in the near future. 

· The proposed serving hatch between the kitchen and hall has been 
abandoned for the foreseeable future.  An alternative walking route for 
refreshment servers on Sunday mornings, via the crèche/store, has 
largely overcome the congestion problem which provision of a hatch 
sought to minimise. 

· In the hall we have insulated the readily accessible parts of the roof 
space using rolls of fibrous insulation.   
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· Leaded glass windows in the hall have been repaired and a security 
grill has been fitted over the windows at the base of the church tower. 

· At the time of writing replacement of the church central heating 
boilers and controls is nearly complete.  The Property Manager will be 
pleased to offer a guided tour of the refurbished boiler room.  The cost 
of the works will be largely covered by a grant from the Preston Trust.  
By incorporating a modern heat exchanger into the heating system it 
has been possible to retain the traditional cast iron pipework and 
radiators in the church and hall without fear of contamination, and 
installing raised decking inside the boiler room has provided safer 
access.  The existing non-compliant steel flue is now redundant and 
will eventually be removed. 

· Replica external lamps have been installed to replace those stolen 
earlier this year, and both lamps are now controlled from a single 
switch in the switch cupboard.  The Church’s insurers covered the 
costs of the replacements. 

· The Church’s lease with Hutchisons Telecom has ended and no 
further income will be available from this source.  The equipment has 
been removed from the tower and reinstatement works have been 
satisfactory. 

· The Scottish Association of Change Ringers has expressed an interest 
in ringing St Cuthbert’s three bells from time to time for a fee.  Now 
that the telecoms equipment has been removed from the tower, vestry 
may consider the reintroduction of bell ringing.  Some work on the bell 
support frame, and new ropes, may be needed. 

· The garage at the rear of the church hall has been cleared of unwanted 
items.  The roof has been repaired, the electrical sockets and switches 
replaced, and improved internal and external lighting installed.   

· Although not strictly a Propcom responsibility, it is perhaps 
appropriate to report that a Health and Safety inspection was carried 
out earlier this year by an officer from City of Edinburgh Council.  The 
Church achieved a reasonably clean bill of health, but some minor 
shortcomings were noted including some paperwork which needs to be 
archived more rigorously. 
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· In anticipation of the approaching interregnum, Propcom proposes to 
seek advice on various works inside the rectory.  In particular the 
committee needs to tackle the ground floor rising damp in the kitchen 
and lounge areas, and to upgrade the central heating and hot water 
supply.  Redecoration throughout the rectory, and refurbishment of the 
kitchen, will also need to be considered by vestry. 

 

Bob Pritchard, Property Manager, 12 August 2010 

�
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At last year's annual general meeting, a budget for this year showing an 
expected deficit of £16000 was agreed.  Now that we are more than three- 
quarters through the year, the position has improved dramatically.  The 
increased giving campaign has yielded greater voluntary giving, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank those who responded positively.  In 
addition, we have received two legacies, and an unexpected mobile phone 
rental payment.  On the expenditure side, the quinquennial property works 
have come in well below budget, and the Preston Trust has paid for the new 
boilers for the church and hall.   
 
We are of course still committed to considerable further expense on our 
properties during the interregnum and over the next three years, but we can 
now do so in a more confident manner, knowing that our finances are on a 
more stable footing.  
  

Bryan Dale 
 
�

�
 

Could you Help ?? 
 

It has been proposed that the church be given a deep clean  
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on Saturday, September 11  
 

in preparation for Harvest and Doors Open Day. 
 

If you would consider helping, please could you let me know. 
 

Margaret Holmes  441 7394 
 

margaret@holmesathome.co.uk 
 

�
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At the start of a new school year, and an impending new 
beginning for us all as a congregation, it is perhaps time for 
a brief reminder of what it means to be an 
“Ecocongregation.”  We signed up to this informal 
movement, as it was then, in 2006 and since then have made progress in 
becoming more “green”. There are three main themes to the programme: 
  

· linking environmental issues with the Christian faith;  

· practical action in response to climate change by reducing our carbon 
footprint;  

· involvement in helping communities, both local and international.  

Ecocongregation Scotland is now a registered charity, and as such able to 
receive donations. We should seriously consider making an annual donation 
to this excellent cause. 
 
Where are your computer cartridges? 
The recycling box by the font does not receive as many donations as it used 
to! Many charities now give away so-called “freepost” envelopes for 
mobiles and cartridges, but they pay for the postage of each one. We send off 
about 100 cartridges at a time in a large box, which is much cheaper. All the 
money from our cartridges and mobiles goes to Christian Aid. 
 
Oil again 
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The broken oil well in the Gulf of Mexico has caused the USA’s biggest 
environmental disaster, according to President Obama. We do not hear so 
much about the massive pollution from other oil wells.  The Niger Delta 
region of Nigeria is heavily polluted by oil, with people (already extremely 
poor) having only polluted water for drinking and washing, polluted soil for 
their crops, fisheries and thus livelihoods destroyed. In Ecuador, another oil 
company has left devastation in the wake of drilling in part of the Amazon 
rain forest. When we put petrol or diesel into our cars we have to 
acknowledge that we are partly responsible for all this. 
 

Jean Haskell, on behalf of the Green Team 
����������������/��
Over the years there have been, and continue to be, 
many emergency appeals. As time goes on, each 
one becomes less newsworthy and disappears from our screens and our 
papers. We forget. It is, however, encouraging  to hear when our money 
has been used effectively. 
The following is a report from Christian 
Aid: 
The tsunami of Boxing Day 2004 was the 
worst natural disaster in living memory. The 
British public responded with amazing 
generosity, donating £400 million to the 
Disasters and Emergency Committee (DEC) 
appeal. As a member of the DEC, we 
received £37 million from the appeal, as 
well as raising more than £10 million from our own website and 
individual church appeals. 
 

Five years on we have spent more than £45 million – five times more 
than any previous emergency appeal. Our partner organisations in Sri 
Lanka, India and Indonesia have rebuilt 25,000 homes for the poorest 
families affected and helped hundreds of thousands of people. 
Here's what your money has paid for: 
Our partners have:  

• built 24,934 permanent houses 
• helped 144,450 children back into school with books, uniforms,  

  bags and after school clubs 
• provided 3,735 fisherman with boats 
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• helped 263,000 people back into work with skills training and  
  interest free loans to start / restart their business 
• provided trauma counselling to 88,450 people 
 

As you know, the Christian Aid Committee in Colinton runs a number of 
events during the year. We need help. Some of the Committee here in 
Colinton are retired, some are young, and the rest are somewhere 
inbetween! If you fit any of these criteria(!) and if you would like to be 
involved in any way, please get in touch  Patricia Brignall (441 1184) or 
Wendy Pearson, our new Church representative (455 8650). 

Patricia Brignall 
www.colintonchristianaid.co.uk 
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TLMS NEWS 
 
Do hope you've all had a good summer [well what 
passes for summer in Scotland!]. And are you already planning Christmas? 
I've seen cards in the shops and today I received The Leprosy Mission 
Christmas catalogue!! So if anyone wants to look at it please ask me next 
time you see me in church! 
 
The work of TLMS is ongoing and fundraising is so necessary in order to 
continue the valuable work being done in the various leprosy hospitals all 
over the world. I already have some money collected from the blue  tubs but 
if anyone wants to give me their tub [whether it's filled or only part filled] 
after you've read this, I'll be glad to add that money to the rest and send 
TLMS a cheque. 
 
If anyone new wants to start contributing, you will find the blue tubs on the 
shelf by the font. 
 
Thank you as always for your support. 
 

Barbara Tatlock 
www.tlmscotland.org.uk 

�
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The next walk to start our Autumn series will be on Sunday 5th. 
September. So I presume that all of you have had a good summer 
and are raring to get into the hills and valleys. After church we will 
drive to Harlaw by Currie and walk a circuit of fields and the 
reservoir. It will be about a 3 hour walk. Bring a packed lunch. Let 
me know if you can come. If you have not been with us before you will be 
made very welcome, strong walking shoes are advised 
. 

Jim Naden  
�
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The Phoenix Group is a social group for women at St 
Cuthbert's. It is run without a committee and we rely on 
members to organise events. Margaret Kieran and I are 
happy to plan a programme up until Christmas. 
 

We would like to begin as last year with a Late Summer 
Supper at my house (Margaret Temple, see address book) on Thursday 
23rd September from 7.30 until 9.30 p.m. More details will be given later 
in the pew notes. 
 

On 28th October Joyce Linklater the deputy manager at Crossreach Post 
Natal Depression Service will speak about this valuable service provided 
over three Edinburgh sites. As Crossreach is the Social Care arm of the 
Church of Scotland we will extend the invitation to this event to the Parish 
Church. 
 

Hopefully in November we will have a Scrabble evening and finish the year 
with the usual Christmas Lunch. In the New Year Susan Clark has offered to 
co-ordinate a Burns Supper and more details of these events will follow in 
the next edition of SIGN. 

Margaret Temple and Margaret Kieran 
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Bethany’s sponsored walk is East Lothian’s stunning coastline following 
part of the John Muir Way.  The area boasts incredible scenery and a 
treasure-trove of wildlife in its natural setting.  Make a difference in the lives 
of homeless people and enjoy a stunning day out at the same time.  To 
receive more info call 0131 625 5417 or email events@bethanyct.com or 
visit www.bethanychristiantrust.com/events  
 

“Bethany gives homeless and vulnerable people hope and a future”. 
. 

MARCUS J. BORG:  

‘Being Christian in the 21st Century’  
· Date:  Friday 10th September, 2010  – Sunday 12th  

 September, 2010: Time:  7:30 PM  
· Location:  St John's Church, Princes Street, Edinburgh  
· Contact:  Adrian Alker, 29 Templar Gardens,  

 Wetherby, LS22 7TG: adrian.alker@pcnbritain.org.uk  
· Cost:   FRIDAY 10th September 7.30 pm: No seats left,   
   SATURDAY 11th September 10.00 - 4.00pm: £22,  
   (£18 PCN/CRC members)  

http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk 
 
 
�
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COLINTON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB �
 

� hy not try Scottish country dancing this year?  Whether you are a beginner 
or an experienced dancer do come and join us.�

The autumn session of the club begins on Thursday 16th September , and 
every fortnight after that. Classes take place in St Cuthbert's Episcopal 
Church Hall, Westgarth Avenue from 7.45-9.15pm.  
 The cost is £2 per night- pay on arrival.   
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Come on your own, or with a partner; you'll be made welcome. 
 
For more information contact Ann Dean�

�
�

��������� TOWNS/�
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Meet on the second Monday of the month in Dreghorn Loan Hall at 7.45pm. 
 

September 13th  “Friends of the Pentlands” – a presentation by John 
Stirling 
Members, New Members and Visitors welcome 

 Lillian McEwan  

�

�
�

�������������������������������
 
As many of you will already know the late Alistair Davidson, our Director of 
Research, was the organiser and motivator behind all of the research which 
many members of our Society undertook over the years. Not only did he 
meticulously plan these programmes but he also personally produced the six 
books that have already been printed. 
 
Just before Alistair died he had put the finishing touches to the seventh and 
last book in the series. This book is probably the one which is generally the 
most interesting because it is about many of the Colinton characters over the 
years. It is entitled INTERESTING COLINTON CHARACTERS and 
will be available later in the year through the Society. The book covers no 
fewer than 31 characters and is a summary of endless and very detailed 
research carried out by 17 members of our Society. The characters range 
from Robert Rowand Anderson to George Westgarth , (after which the 
Avenue is named) and I am sure that you would find it very interesting 
reading. 
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Although we do not know how much it will be at this stage, if you are 
interested in further details or would like to reserve a copy please contact 
our Secretary Derek Douglas on Tel: 441 3335. 
 
COFFEE MORNING: 
 
Remember to come along to our Coffee Morning in St Cuthbert’s Episcopal 
Church Hall on SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER FROM 10AM to NOON. 
You can enjoy a nice “cuppa” with home baking and convivial company! 
 

Derek Douglas 
��������������/�������

������

�

COLINTON LITERARY SOCIETY – CENTENARY YEAR 
 
The 2010 – 2011 season, our Centenary Year, starts on 29th September, with a 
talk by Lt Col Nick Kitson (CO 3 Rifles) entitled “ 3 Rifles Battle Group in 
Sangin” 
 
The programme continues on 6th October with a talk by Alexander McCall 
Smith. 
 
Why not join (£10) which gives you access to the full programme (23 events) 
including a Civic Reception on 27 October 
 
Further information from Joe McGeough, President 
�
COLINTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
We start the 2010 – 2011 session with a Coffee morning from  
10 – 12 on Saturday 2nd October at the Episcopal Church  
Hall, Westgarth Avenue,  
 

Followed by a talk by Jim Tweedie on “The Siege of Leith” on 
Monday 4th October in Dreghorn Loan Hall, as usual at 8 pm. 
 
New Members (£8 annually) and friends welcome 
Further information from Derek Douglas, Secretary 
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COLINTON GARDEN CLUB 
 
The first meeting of the new season is 
 
Monday 27th September when the local Gardening personality, Billy 
Carruthers will give an illustrated talk on  

“ORNAMENTAL GRASSES” 
 

New members (£5 annually) and friends welcome  
See the website or newsletter for details. 
 
  www.colintongardens.org.uk     Penny McKee 

�������-�
Dear Readers, 
 
Over the summer break, several readers have expressed their satisfaction 
with The Sign. It seems to meet our ambition of being broadly representative 
of St Cuthbert’s, presenting a range of points of view, without being 
dogmatic or extreme. St Cuthbert’s is an intelligent and articulate 
community, of which a characteristic seems to be tolerance and acceptance. 
The balanced nature of The Sign bears witness to this – it is not the outcome 
of selective editing! But if there is something which you find less 
acceptable, don’t hesitate to let me know, either so that I can learn from your 
reaction, or give an explanation. After all, there is a dialogue between the 
writer and the reader, in which all too often the reader has the last word by 
turning the page prematurely. Let The Sign be the starting point for ideas 
which make a contribution to the thinking of the reader. 
 

Christopher Davies 
 

**************** 
 
 
THE SIGN has been produced by Christopher Davies with Stephen Parsons 
and members of the congregation. 
 
Contributions for the  October 2010 edition of THE SIGN to be sent to 
Christopher Davies by 12th September 2010. Thank you.   



 39

 
For questions relating to subscriptions or distribution please refer to the 
Rector or Christopher Davies. The annual subscription is £6 for The SIGN 
(£9.00 if you would like The SIGN posted to you) and £10 for the new 
magazine “Inspires” – the successor to “The Scottish Episcopalian”. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to St Cuthbert’s Church and handed in or 
sent to the Rectory, 6 Westgarth Avenue, Edinburgh EH13 0BD, Tel: 0131 
441 3557.  Thanks to all our regular subscribers and those who have 
renewed their subscriptions in the past months. We value your support. 

�
�
� �!
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Rector The Revd Stephen Parsons  
 6 Westgarth Avenue, EH13 0BD  
Administrator Elspeth Miller   email   elspeth4@talktalk.net 
Assistant The Revd Douglas Yeoman  
 6 Craiglockhart Crescent, EH14 1EY  
Rector’s Warden Martin Fairley  
 10/2 Bonaly Steading, EH13 0HA 
People’s Warden Margaret Holmes  
 13 Old Farm Avenue, EH13 0QQ  
Sunday School (contact)    Monique Dick   
 33 Woodhall Road, EH13 
Support Worker-Elderly    Mary Moffett  
 7 Howard Place, EH3 5JZ 
Caretaker John McCready  
 298 Colinton Road, EH13 0LE 
Gift Aid Secretary George Haskell  
Lay Representative Margaret Temple  
Magazine Editor Christopher Davies  
Organist & Choir Contact Donald Mackintosh   
Property Manager      Bob Pritchard  
Sacristans Lesley Gourley, George Griffiths, 
 Jan Shepherd, Barbara Tatlock 
Treasurer Bryan Dale  
Vestry Secretary Val Addison  
Webmaster Peter Gibbens  
Badminton Club  Archie Clark  
Christian Aid Rep. Wendy Pearson   
Coffee Rota  Agnes Stone  
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Ecocongregation Jean Haskell  
Flower Convenor to be appointed  
Hall Bookings Rev Stephen Parsons  
Leprosy Mission Barbara Tatlock  
LINKS Rep. Hilary Pritchard  
Phoenix Group Sylvia Prior  
St. Raphael’s Guild Rep. Judith Mackintosh  
Verandah Club Hilary Pritchard   
Westgarth Walkers Jim Naden  
  
Vestry Members Val Addison, Margaret Holmes, 
 Bryan Dale, Julie Golding,  
 Ian MacDonald, Jayne Churchill, Martin Fairley,  
 Clyne Shepherd, Margaret Temple, Gavin Wye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church 
Westgarth Avenue, Colinton, Edinburgh EH13 0BD 
Phone/Fax:  0131-441 3557 
E Mail:  rector@stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk 
 

Website: www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk 

Usual Sunday Services 
 8.30am Holy Communion  
 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 A sung service, with sermon  
 Sunday School during term-time 
 Mattins on occasion (see notices) 
 6.00pm Evensong 
  On the first Sunday of each month 
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Thought for the Month 
 

Our contributions to life, good or bad, continue long after we 
are gone.   

What are we leaving behind? 
Anon

 

  

Weekday Services 

Wednesdays  
10.30am Holy Communion followed by coffee  
 
Thursdays   
 2.30pm The Thursday Service  
 A short ecumenical service designed with  elderly people

   in mind.  Followed by tea   


