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Dear Reader,

At this time of the year we look forward to Chrigtsnand enjoy its comfort,

conviviality and message of peace. That good nevalipart — alongside all

the pain and uncertainty — of the complex scenafrithe human race’s search
to define and live those values which are the keydaceful coexistence in our
modern world.

The birth of Jesus took place in turbulent timasthe melting pot of cultures
and religion. Life was unpredictable and risky. @€es had to be made,
sacrifice suffered. Rather than our being dismdyethe pace of change today,
let us see in it the potential for progress to & peder, in the spirit of that first
Christmas.

Christopher Davies
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Dear Friends,

I suppose it was a bit of a revelation. What yoghn
call an epiphany. Epiphanies are when you appee
something in a completely new way. They're all atb
seeing the bigger picture, getting the point. Azl Sadie
bustled out of church on Christmas morning, it rni.
‘Well done’, she said. ‘It's been marvellous. Ycan put your feet up till next
year. | knew what she meant. We’'d done the itgtivsurvived the
Christingle, sung the carols (several times), nateown Christmas cards, and
held a concert for the school. We’d even manageskid our way through the
village singing carols. We’'d done Christmas reallgll. BUT CHRISTMAS
WASN'T OVER. IT WAS ONLY JUSTBEGINNING

The church has set aside twelve days for celelgr&imristmas and important
feasts (like the Holy Innocents on Decembéf)28 help us understand what it
means. If Christmas ends prematurely, we lose tlgpsat days and the
mysteries they talk about. So this year I'm hajdout for another Epiphany —
the revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles. It's winencelebrate the three wise
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men — Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar supposeudlyo followed a star from
the East to find the newborn King of the Jews. yrbeought gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh but nearly had Jesus kitedalerting Herod to his
birth.

This is the climax of Christmas and it shows usrda meaning of what we've
seen and heard and sung over Christmas. Epiplkaglyout seeing the bigger
picture. It's about realising that the helplesdeibaby in the manger is in fact
the saviour of the whole world.

And the wise men amagiare models for each of us. They saw the star and s
out to find the king. They knelt at the manger afféred their gifts. Each of
us has to travel as the wise men did and offergifts. Epiphany reveals the
destiny of this little baby and helps us realisat twe have a part to play in
worshipping him. So this year remember that Chrést isn’t over by Boxing
Day, or when the sales start. Christmas isn’'t awdil Epiphany when it hits
us that Jesus is the saviour of the world.

Wishing you a happy and holy Christmas,

Ernest



Traditions, rituals and stories, both secular aldjious, have evolved around
the liturgical timings of Advent and Christmas. eThwvriter and Biblical
scholar, Professor Marcus Borg, reminds us thah#dat of our faith is not so
much about belief as about engaging in a transfuymelationship with God.
That may be a difficult perception for anyone whanig to take the details
surrounding the nativity of Jesus literally — stésrshaped in a pre-scientific age
about stars guiding wise men, angels appearingashepherds on a hill-side
etc. Borg says we need to ask not ‘Did it happ&a®rather ‘Is it true?”’

| find that helpful. Whats true for people who follow the way of Jesus is
that somehow the divine and human encounter entestory — ‘He made his
home among us....” A word | like is ‘presence’. Apresence is giftedness.
Perhaps no gift is greater. The Quakers reminthas ‘there is that of God
within everyone’, so it follows that we encounteodAhe Other in every
person we meet. The danger is that we more e&sibgnise God in the person
like us, and are tempted to shut out the ‘otherbwid different by whatever
criteria we choose — class, race, faith tradit@mmust ‘not our sort'....I wonder
whether that’'s somehow tied up with the ‘inasmuwsthtements in Matthew?

The current Chair of PCN Britain, John Churcheitegrin his latest newsletter
to members: ‘Its truth is not in the story, buthe actuality of a babe born into
the poverty, oppression and exploitation of imdegawer. It is now our
contemporary story that is lived out by millions péople each and every
day....’

The gift we in our turn can pass to others maydigmity, respect, and
where appropriate, help and support for those wifi@is and who, whether by
accident of birth or circumstance, do not have sense of giftedness, presence
or even self-worth in their lives. To bring a mea&sof hope to the broken, the
wounded, the dispossessed and despairing might @lakstmas more of a real
celebration than tales of shepherds with celeséighav....

To me ‘twas not the truth you taught,
To you so clear, to me still dim.

But when you came to me

You brought a sense of Him.

Is it a beatific smile?
A holy light upon your brow?
Oh no, | saw His presence when
You laughed just now....” (from a Phil Keaggy lyric)
Mary McMahon



Martyn Baguley writes:

“How refreshing and sensible Hilary Pritchard’s d®rare in the penultimate
paragraph* of Thoughts To Ponder (November Sigmouldn’t agree more

with her suggestion that we should strive to undeis more about other faiths.
One way to achieve this would be to include in ®m®w at least one reading
which comes from non-Christian sources, religiond secular. Other churches
do: some of the most interesting, meaningful amdigint-provoking readings |

have listened to have been from such sources.

But shouldn’t we first put our own house in ord@it¥e Scottish Prayer Book
(Published in 1929 and still in use in St. CuthbeB?2 years later) includes
prayers'For the conversion of The Heathen’, ‘For the Corsien of the Jews’
and‘For the Conversion of the Mohammedans and all whaw not Christ’.

Is such a prayer book appropriate for the churdhen21st century?”

*In last month’s “Thoughts to Ponder” Hilary Pritciné wrote:

..... what would be needed would be much greatewkedge of
other denominations within the Christian spectrund &ar greater
understanding of other faiths. We’'d need to remthes almost
automatic placing of “fundamentalist” before therdidvuslim,
learn more about the tenets of both Hindu and Bistidhiths,
examine in detail what Judaism teaches and evenndem
ourselves that mainstream Mormons do not suppdygpmy.”

What do Readers of The Sign think? Surely it smaftk#ellectual arrogance to
assume that those of us who happen to be borraisticiety where the Christian
tradition is the norm, have privileged access te ttuth? God’s creation is wider
than accidents of history. Even the most stubbdrumdamentalists must find it
impossible to live literally by the diktats of tBable, themselves a response to
different demands in a different age. In our newleyaurely understanding is the
key to respect, and respect is the messenger oépea



He will come like last leaf's fall.

One night when the November wind
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth
wakes choking on the mould,

the soft shroud's folding.

He will come like frost.

One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself

arrested in the net

of alien, sword-set beauty.

He will come like dark.

One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of sky.

He will come, will come,

will come like crying in the night,

like blood, like breaking,

as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like child.

Rowan Williams

FromLight Unlocked: Christmas Card Poems, edited byii€rossley-Holland and Lawrence Sail,
published by Enitharmon (£10). Originally from TReems of Rowan Williams, published by Perpetua
Press



A couple of years ago | had the opportunity to hehew a Christmas party for
some of Moscow’s homeless. Over 200 guests dindd wg on Orthodox
Christmas. The following is a short reflection abthe party.

llya shuffled into the empty seat beside me. Hdkéal cold. It was -12 outside
and he had no gloves. A toe poked through hisk&mesand he smelled awful.
Something green oozed from a bandage on his lefiday had | thought this
was such a good idea? llya stretched out his hanme. | looked at his
hesitant face and suddenly remembered that whakehkeifor him, and for any

of these men, | did for Christ. Or at least | hopleat was it. So | took his
hand and said ‘Dobre dien. You're very welcomeDobre dien,’ llya smiled

back. And stared at me with his one eye. This g@iag to be a party to
remember.

A party | was helping tc
host. | couldn’t speak
word of Russian but her
| was trying to entertair]
the six strangers s§
around my table. Ag
llya took off his coat |
looked at them. Theyy

were tired and unshavel
a little unsure of the
foreigner trying to make,
small talk. But althoug
we  spoke differen
languages we shared
common humanity.
And, at the very least, | was trying to show dditlecency to these otherwise
unloved, unwelcome men. Just for a change thegat their names used. Just
for a change someone would listen to their stosbew some regard for them.
And I'd been challenged to see Christ in them, dokl beyond the ragged

clothes, the unwashed hair and see how these menmaxe in God’s image

too. Where was Christ at this table?

So | looked and listened carefully. Gafoor wasuanier from Uzbekistan who
dreamed of driving a taxi, Sasha had fought in Ghga, Alexei liked to blame
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the Georgians for everything. Then there was Ateeat who loved reading
Dostoevsky (we all nicknamed him ‘the intellectua$écause he had glasses)
and Russlan who hardly spoke and wouldn’t leaveblaig down. But llya
intrigued me most. He’'d been a sailor and had ldsteye in an accident at
sea. ‘Pirates?’ | joked. ‘Yes, he nodded. At he'd lost a wife and
children. And now he’d wound up on the streetsvlmiscow drinking cheap
vodka, begging for food, and trying to keep warhllya’ says he’s never met an
Irishman’ my translator whispered. ‘He says theykind.” Really? | felt
guilty for the way I'd reacted when he first satwghoand hoped | wouldn’t
disappoint.

‘Chicken or borshch?’ my translator asked. ‘Bofshcsaid. (The beetroot

soup is one of my favourites.) We passed the k{idebad) and llya insisted |

have the last piece. ‘But what about you?’ | psteéd. ‘You are a visitor’ he

said. I'd never expected such generosity and guaciess from men who are
used to having nothing. | was humbled too by thepeated wishes for my
happiness and health - especially since they dabein to have much of either
themselves. | would never have expected suchessiiess. The waiter
brought more bread as well as chicken and potatmek| gave my chicken to a
puzzled looking llya. | guess he’d ever met a vagan either.

For dessert we had cake and sweets — all beaytdatived by the staff of the
restaurant we had hired. And then, to everyongligklt, there was champagne.
‘Shampanskoe, shampanskoe’, they chorused asd toieopen the bottle.
‘Cheers’, we shouted and clashed our plastic cupsd Merry Christmas to
you all.” The faces beamed around the table. Was merry Christmas?
Maybe it was the warmth or the decent meal. Maylveas the presents we
brought them (no one complained about socks) ocki@npagne. Or maybe
we'd succeeded in making them feel a little humgaia Certainly, everyone
was happy.

And Christ? Had | seen Christ? Yes, | caughtimmgge among the dirty
sweaters, the stubbly chins, the bruised handseatd him in the longing and
broken voices. Today was Epiphany back in Englanttie-manifestation of
Christ to the Gentiles. And | couldn’t help thitikat Jesus had been manifest at
our motley table. Once again he was eating wighdhtcasts. Once again he
had nowhere to lay his head. And | rememberedtliekingdom of God is a
style of life for now rather than a hope of life the future. We can talk all we
like about a religion of love but we have to punib practice. And sometimes
that means eating your Christmas dinner with a lyymahe-eyed sailor. Thank
you, llya.

Ernest



Look squarely today at the forecourt of St Paul's.
The tents of discontent have much to say —
And their message will echo round the sanctuary.

We have lost our way....

The Seven Deadly sins are dead;
Not even the Church of Christ can raise its head
Above the parapet. GREED and LUST are everywhere.
The rich grow richer and no one seems to care....

This may be a sacred moment — a time of change,
When Christ will be heard in the London Stock Exulpa

And the trumpet will sound with a message of sabvat
The poor will inherit the earth and rebuild ourioat

Bill Donaldson
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On Christmas Day, probably between midday and thodock in the
afternoon, most readers of The Sign will sit dowrd a&njoy a traditional
Christmas dinner. No prizes for guessing that.\&ilitit be Christmas ‘Dinner’
or should it be called Christmas ‘Lunch’?

Originally the first heavy meal of a two-meal ddagken around noon, was
referred to as ‘dinner’. The word comes from the Gtench (ca.1300jisner,
meaning “breakfast”. Eventually ‘dinner’ came toanghe heavy main meal of
the day, even if it wasn't the first. A lighter nhdaken later in the day was
called supper or tea.

In the 18th century mealtimes for the so-calledarppasses moved around the
day: for the working classes, who lived mainly omedd and cheese, some
vegetables, beer and tea. ‘Mealtimes’ would propabken secondary
considerations in their live§ocial convention dictated that polite members of
society called on other ‘polite members’ betweelmmand 3pm and left a
visiting card. Etiquette then dictated that thd oalst be returned the next day.
So people spent their afternoons dashing aroumagtity catch up with people
who were dashing around trying to catch up withgheavho were -------- . To

fit in with this hectic schedule dinner moved preggively from midday to
mid-afternoon then to early evening.

Theatre times also dictated dining meal times. hakéspeare’s time plays,
usually performed outdoors, started at 2pm becafisbe need for daylight.

When they began to be performed indoors startimggi got later, so dining
times had to be put back. Fashionable people, wfissed to change their
customary eating times, used to send their servantbeatres to hold their
seats for them until they had finished dining. Theyuld then turn up, often

not before the second act, noisy and inebriatedakmgneration or so theatrical
companies were used to performing the first acplafys to an auditorium half
full of dozing servants and the second act to avdrof ill-mannered, ‘upper

class’ inebriates who had no idea of, or interastnihat was going on on the
stage.

Dinner finally became generally recognized as aenang meal in the 1850s,
mainly due to the influence of Queen Victoria. Ate tdistance between
breakfast and dinner widened it became necessdrgvwe a small meal around
the middle of the day, for which the word ‘lunchéaras appropriated. First
recorded in English in 1580, originally the naméeneed to a lump or portion
(as in a luncheon of cheese). The abbrevidtianh, in use from 1823, is taken
from the more formal linchentach, which the Oxford English Dictionary
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reports from 1580 as a word for a meal that wa®rted between more
substantial meals.

But on Christmas Day don't let what to call the lmgeal worry you. The
Chinese would call it a banquet, our Middle Ageseators would probably
have called it a feast, and William Shakespearatgigtht when he wrote —

What's in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet.

Martyn Baguley

What is the “soul”? What is “eternal life”? Whatddi
the enlightenment philosopher David Hume have
say on these gquestions? What did Bertrand Ru:
think? What dove mean when we use these worc
Where did these ideas come from? How do t
relate  to concepts like the “mind” ¢
“consciousness”?

After struggling with these ideas, we met to seatw
the bible had to say about “life after death”. T
writers of the Old Testament speak of a dusty
bleak place called Sheol. By contrast, in a v
colourful section in Paul's first letter to th
Thessalonians we read of being carried up into the
air to meet the Lord — the “Rapture” beloved of snédervent believers in the
USA. Neither of these scenarios appealed greatthdogroup! The questions
remain.

So, are these the best words to use today if we wwatommunicate the Good
News of Jesus of Nazareth?

George Haskell

Many years ago | visited a friend who lived nealirkanjaro. When | arrived
at their house | was surprised as there was nodditjre mountain and we were
so busy chatting | did not mention it. So imagmg wonder and amazement
the next morning to wake up with this HUGE mountairnside my window. |
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could not believe that it could just disappear likat in the mist/heat haze. So,
| was attracted when | came across a book callezl Muntain behind the
Mountain (Noel Dermot O’Donoghue).

This set off resonances for me and connected vaneoent events. | only
managed to get to a couple of sessions of the Eduddour about seeking our
soul and trying to discern what it is. Then | atted a workshop on the
spiritual tasks of ageing and finding out what givaeeaning to life. | also
watched a programme about the experiment underissSnountain trying to
count neutrinos and they discovered a mystery aghither they could travel
faster than the speed of light or whether they lbedrback and forth between
another dimension. And on top of these challemgasy friends have died this
year and | have listened to friends and familiesembering them — so they are
still with us.

Dr O’'Donoghue talks about keening/yearning — logkior the eternal in the
past and present and taking it forward into tharit He talks about “poetry,
music and song bringing up half remembered imaddbeopast, near past or
far past and take these into another sphere.

“The images within the memory - what could be sawul as historical ‘fact’
are, as it were, dressed in rags and tatters. Ydwic imagination does is take
some of these images and by way of magic indeedsdhem in the clothes of
another world and in the light of eternal beautl. is in this process that
something of the eternal beauty and truth radifxten and through the past is
revealed.

“...It is Plato who first noticed the deep connectibetween beauty and
timelessness and between the desire for beautythendesire for creation at
various levels, ultimately a desire for immortality

“That is why the beauty of the great epics ....andgimgonnected with death
and burial have the power not simply or primarifyegpressing sadness but of
bringing with them the sense of a peace and a pcedeeyond death.”

Jean Myers

The Mountain behind the mountain — aspects of thkicCtradition — Dr Noel Dermot
O’Donoghue — T&T Clark ISBN0-567-29301-7
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Sung by the Choir on Sunday™0ctober to mark Douglas’ many years with
St Cuthbert's.

Long before he gained his clerical collar
Douglas took pride in being a Royal High
scholar,

Who cut his Episcopalian teeth

As a choir boy at St James'’s, Leith.

His working life was spent in insurance

Where he proved himself a man of much endurance —
For he obeyed all kinds of unholy orders,

Taking him to places such as George Street anBdhgers.

In later years, Douglas was ordained

And in various duties his diligence never waned,
Until there came the most surprising of partings —
A move to Colinton from St Martin’s.

He soon passed the test at St C’s

In fact, he faced it with the greatest ease.

It was not in preaching he had to pass througtirie
But playing skittles with the choir.

Though now from duties he will step aside
Douglas still is much loved, far and wide.

We thank him for his long service in this place
And rejoice that he will still be singing bass.

Donald Mackintosh
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On Sunday 30 October a huge
congregation of friends and family
assembled to pay tribute to the work of
Douglas amongst us at St Cuthbert’s
and more Dbroadly to recognise,
acknowledge and celebrate his long
service as a priest here and elsewhere.

For this special service Douglas chose

the music and Christopher Tye'’s

anthem, “ O come ye servants of the

Lord and praise his Holy Name ”

epitomised exactly what happened on

that morning. In his sermon Ernest

voiced for us all an appreciation of

Douglas’s natural wisdom and humility,

a true servant of the Lord in all that he

has done and does. Although he had

not celebrated the Eucharist on Sunday for some timvas appropriate and
wonderful that Douglas shared this with us in hisnoway with such

confidence. He may now be stepping back from tbeenonerous tasks which
have been so much part of his life, but we aralalighted that he will go on
taking his place in the choir stalls and contribgti his bass voice to future
anthems, and hymns and psalms.

Donald Macintosh provided one of his unique addgido the Psalter for
Douglas, which was sung with great affection by tiir. It was much
appreciated by the congregation, who laughed ithalfright places!

Celebrations continued in the hall with a buffehdh, as usual excellently
orchestrated by Margaret Holmes and provided byaraos of the bakers and
sandwich makers of St Cuthbert’s. It is a testamerDouglas that so many
people wished to share the occasion that the dieeliench seemed endless!

Mary Moffat in paying tribute to his work recalldtbw Douglas had once
given her advice that “just being there” was some#i enough. Such
seemingly simple but thoughtful counsel exemmifieouglas and as one
phase of life moves to another we say to him, thankfor all you have done
and we are glad you will, still, just be there.

Joan Smith
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As | write this in mid-November, in Houston, finalthe cooler weather has
arrived, although it's hardly seasonal when wel skihve occasional
temperatures in the upper 70’s. The early seasonv smhich rocked the
northeast a couple of weeks ago was way too eahngnwou know a long
winter is ahead.

The world continues to mourn the passing of Steles JApple Corporation),
who probably did more to revolutionise computingrtrany one single person
and who, arguably, in doing so, has changed aduoflives. Some of it for the
better and a lot of it for worse — as someone vghiethered to computers and
smart phones for business emails, | sometimes foiskthe simpler and more
sedate days of telexes and letters delivered bpdkgman!

One of the developments for the latest phones tédléts’) is downloading

applications (or apps, as they are known) to help garry out many tasks —
some are worthwhile, but many just help you waste tIn searching for apps,
| noted that many are religion based, with Romamth@as, Mormons and

even Muslims being well-represented — however, Yehget to find any

Episcopalian-based apps.

Speaking of Mormons, the front-runner in the rametfie nomination to be the
Republican party’s candidate in next year's electiohe campaigning is
already hot and heavy, down and dirty) is a MormoMitt Romney. For a
country whose Constitution guarantees a separaticddhurch and State, but
which ironically prints “In God we trust” on its mey, there is a tremendous
interest in the religious affiliation of the candtds. A couple of the candidates
have probably already spoiled their chances byglstapid things in public or
by freezing in front of mikes and cameras. Guesscan't have the “leader of
the Free World” having a senior moment when higdimis on the metaphorical
nuclear trigger!

Here we celebrate Thanksgiving next Thursday -adition handed down from
the first foreign settlers in this land, who gatartiks for the harvest and their
survival in a forbidding place. Now it's a time féamilies and friends to get
together, to overeat, to watch football games davigon and to plot their
strategies for grabbing the best bargains durireg Black Friday sales that
begin at one minute past midnight on the Fridaythé&ligh it's a singularly
American holiday, let’s all pause for a moment iweghanks for the past year
and to remember with gratitude and love those wlw@lgo on before us.

Dennis Martin
16



Organists and Music for December

Sunday

December

4" David Turner Never Weatherbeaten Sail ChaiNesd
11" Andrew Matheson O King and Desire of all Nati@tainer
18"am  Philip Rossiter A Tender Shoot Goldschmidt
18" pm  Philip Rossiter Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass  Philip Rossiter Csarol

Christmas Day

Philip Rossiter Carols

All the choir will be working hard to play their gan a happy Christmas

season
Donald Mackintosh

Date Teas Lifts to/from Church

November 2% Margaret Holmes Jan Shepherd

December 1 Helen Sealey Sylvia Prior

December 8 Joan Smith Carole MacDonald

December 18 Veronica Jones Jan Shepherd

December 2%

Christmas Service and Tea 2pm. All helpers whc
can manage, please.

<7

January 5 Roddy Clark Margaret Cowan
January 12 Veronica Jones Carol Tyler
January 19 Carole MacDonald Sarah Donaldson
January 26 Judith Mackintosh Sylvia Prior
February 2° Joan Smith Rosemary Yeoman

Thank you all very much for your help.

Rosemary Yeoman
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November
December

2012
January

February

November

December

January

February

27

04
11
18
24
25

01
08
15
22

29
05

27

04th
11th
18th
25"

i\
8th
158"
22nd
29th

5th

Gordon McMurray
Stanley Wilkinson
Don Galpin
Gordon McMurray
Arnold Sidebotham(11.30 Service)
John Peacock

John Peacock
Gordon McMurray
Stanley Wilkinson
Arnold Sidebotham
Robin Holmes

George Haskell

Gordon McMurray

W

Jean Haskell Wendy Stewart
Rosemary Ball Dorothy Wye

Barbara Tatlock Elisabeth DaviedeH#ann
Sylvia Prior Nicola McGeever
Agnes Stone Lesley Dundas Liz Blamire
Margaret Holmes Mary Dale
Carole MacDonald Sarah Donaldson
Carol Tyler Lesley Bowman
CHRISTMAS DAY - NO COFFEE
NEW YEARS DAY - NO COFFEE
Audrey Naden Margaret Kieran Dorothy Wye
Nicola McGeever Wendy Pearson
Agnes Stone Barry & Barbara Tatlock
Geraldine Jones Margaret Holmes

Sylvia Prior Jean Myers Diana Hughes
Jean Haskell Hilary Pritchard
Carol Tyler Lesley Bowman Kate Mann
Bob Bent Jan Shepherd

Linda Martin Christine Nimmo Wendg\8#rt
Diana Kinnear Sarah Donaldson

Agnes Stone
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The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist

Holy Eucharist

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Advent Study Group

Holy Eucharist

Guild of St Raphael meeting
The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist

Holy Eucharist

Advent Study Group

Merchiston School Carol Concert
Holy Eucharist

The Thursday Service

Quiet Morning

Holy Eucharist

Holy Eucharist with Nativity play
Christingle

Nine Lessons and Carols
Advent Study Group

Living Nativity Scene

Holy Eucharist

Kazoo Caroling

Thursday Service Christmas tea
Crib Service

Midnight Eucharist

Holy Eucharist
Family Eucharist

Thursday 1st 2.30pm
Sunday 4" December - Advent 2
8.30am
10.30am
12.00 noon
Monday %’ 7.30pm
Wednesday 7 10.30am
6.00 pm
Thursday 8 2.30pm
Sunday 11" December — Advent 3
8.30am
10.30am
Monday 12’ 7.30pm
Tuesday 18 2pm
Wednesday 1% 10.30am
Thursday 15 2.30pm
Saturday 17 10.00am
Sunday 18' December — Advent 4
8.30am
10.30am
3.00pm
6.00pm
Monday 19' 7.30pm
Tuesday 28 7.00pm
Wednesday 21 10.30am
6.00pm
Thursday 22 2.00pm
Saturday 24 4.30pm
11.30pm
Sunday — 28' December - Christmas Day
8.30 am
10.30 am
Wednesday 28 10.30am

Holy Eucharist
19



27 November
8.30am Welcome Team

10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word

David Oxenham

Margaret Holmes*, Robin Holmes,
Chris Hughes

Martin Fairley

Ministrant Martin Gourlay
Reader Wendy Pearson
Intercessions Bryan Dale
Organist Philip Rossiter
6pm Advent Carol Service Roddy Clark, David Mac&stt
Organist Andrew Matheson
4 December

8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions
Organist

Keith Gordon
Audrey Naden*, Jim Naden,
Thomas Fairley

Mary McMahon
Susan Clark
Peter Bullough
Sarah Donaldson
David Turner

11 December
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions
Organist

Catherine Oxenham
Carol Tyler*, Bob Bent, Mark Ball

Hilary Pritchard
Martin Fairley
Joan Smith
Megan Emmerson
Andrew Matheson
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DECEMBER 2011 ROTA

18 December
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions
Organist

Veronica Jones
Helen Sealey*, Stan Wilkinson,
Susan Miller

Margaret Temple
Martin Gourlay
Keith Gordon

Arnold Sidebotham
Philip Rossiter

24 December - Midnight
11.30pm Welcome Team

Minister of the Word

Ministrants
Reader
Intercessions
Organist

Wendy Stewart*, Martin Fairley,
Gavin Stone

Christopher Davies

Susan Clark, Sarah Donaldson
Jan Shepherd

Wendy Pearson

Philip Rossiter

25 December
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions
Organist

Pauline McLaren
Margaret Holmes*, Don Galpin,
Martin Gourlay

Martin Fairley
Hilary Pritchard
Anna Bryans
Margaret Temple
Philip Rossiter
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Year B
Sunday 4" — Advent 2
First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel Mark 1:1-8
Sunday 11" - Advent 3
First Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28
Sunday 18" - Advent 4
First Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Second Reading Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Luke 1:26-38
Saturday 24" - Christmas Midnight
First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Second Reading Titus 2:11-14
Gospel Luke 2:1-14

Sunday 2%" - Christmas Day
First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4
Gospel John 1:1-14
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Sunday 1st January — The Naming of Jesus

Holy Eucharist
Mattins

Holy Eucharist

Guild of St Raphael
The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist
Family Eucharist
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist

8.30 am

10.30am

Wednesday 4 10.30am

6.30 pm

Thursday 8 2.30pm
Sunday 8" January — The Epiphany

8.30am

10.30 am

Tuesday 18 7.45 pm

Wednesday 11 10.30am

Thursday 12 2.30pm

Sunday 15" January - Epiphany 2

The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
The Thursday Service

Holy Eucharist

8.30am
10.30am
Wednesday 19 10.30am
Thursday 20 2.30pm
Sunday 22? January — Epiphany 3
8.30am
10.30am
Wednesday 2% 10.30am
Thursday 26 2.30pm
Sunday 29" January — The Presentation of the Lord
8.30am
10.30am

Holy Eucharist
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1 January - Mattins

8.30am Welcome Team

10.30am Welcome Team
Agnes Stone

Reader

Keith Gordon
Barbara Tatlock *, George Giriffiths,

Roma Soderberg

8 January
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions

David Oxenham
Freda McMurray*,
Gordon McMurray, John Peacock

Mary McMahon
Julie Golding
Julie Golding
Sarah Donaldson

15 January

8.30am Welcome Team

10.30am Welcome Team
Chris Hughes

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions

Catherine Oxenham
Margaret Holmes*, Robin Holmes,

Hilary Pritchard
Susan Clark

Keith Gordon
Gwen Sidebotham
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22 January
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions

Veronica Jones
Audrey Naden*, Jim Naden,
Thomas Fairley

Margaret Temple
Sarah Donaldson
Wendy Pearson
Julie Golding

29 January
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrants

Reader
Intercession

Pauline McLaren
Carol Tyler*, Bob Bent, Mark Ball

Christopher Davies

Mary McMahon, Martin Gourlay
Jan Shepherd

Wendy Pearson

February 2012 ROTA

5 February
8.30am Welcome Team
10.30am Welcome Team

Minister of the Word
Ministrant

Reader
Intercessions

6pm Evening Service

Keith Gordon
Helen Sealey*, Stan Wilkinson,
Susan Miller

Martin Fairley
Julie Golding
Arnold Sidebotham
Barbara Tatlock

Roddy Clark
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AL

Year B

Sunday £'— The Naming of Jesus (Mattins)
First Reading Genesis 17:1-12a, 15-16
Psalm 2

Second Reading Colossians 2:6-12

Sunday 8" — The Epiphany,

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14

Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
Sunday 1%" — Epiphany 2

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalm 139:1-5, 13-18
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel John 1:43-51

Sunday 22° — Epiphany 3

First Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel Mark 1:14-20

Sunday 29" — The Presentation of the Lord

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 84:1-7

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
Gospel Luke 2:22-40
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\ _There will be a meeting of those who are interested
ea» arranging flowers, either for the church festivals on a

weekly basis, or indeed for both, on Sunday 27 Nter

after the 10.30 service. Please collect a coffeenaeet in the
South Transept. The rota for 2012 will be availdolethose

who would like to book a specific slot and thoséimg to fill in a gap.

There will be no flowers in church during AdvenutiChristmas flowers will
be arranged on Christmas Eve. Should you like tonbelved, please speak to
Agnes Stone or Carol Tyler.

| would like to thank everyone for their suppotigir time and
their commitment over the past few months and waudourage
anyone who has ever thought that they may likeelp o make
our church even more beautiful to come along ohN@vember

Margaret Holmes

Though this is the middle of November, we havenkifially, not had a severe
frost, and the herbaceous plants in the bordeasgtih not in bloom, at least
retain their leaves and have not degenerated ibtackened mess. It must all
be due to global warming.

Work continues quietly round the back of the chugelting some kind of order

into the largely unseen part of the grounds, andl$o aerating the compost
bins so that at least one of them will be readygdspread out in the spring and
put some nutrients back into the soil.

Bryan Dale
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A word of thanks fronDouglas Following the celebration on October 30
(see Joan Smith’s account on page 15), Douglassurit

“I would like to thank everyone who organised mga&pal Sunday Service and
all those who came. It was great to have suchl&fulrch and | could feel the
waves of love coming from you all. It was very empal. Also a big ‘thank
you’ to those who provided the lunch afterwards.”

If you suffer from Monday morning blues and fingipg bills a chore, why not
take a leaf out o€aroline Thompsois (New Mexico) book:

“Well, | opened the computer to pay some bills, ttngt e-mails came up. So |
read a few, deleted a few and then came yours apdried the website and
read the magazine, "cover to cover". | loved tltepeppies, so significant, and
now it's nearly dinner time and | never paid tHesbAnother great issue!
Thank you, ct.”

AndVladimir sends his greetings from Moldavia:
“Oh! Thank you very much. | enjoy it. | like the rigst's letter. And it was a
pleasure to see a couple of photos of St Cuthliert’s

Marion Goldsmith writes:
Dear Adelphoi (I refer to Ernest’s wee Greek lessn 20 November!)

A few days ago | received a copy of a new book @emehtia. It is dedicated to
Malcolm ‘whose wisdom helped so many people todpetinderstand and
serve people with dementia’. It was St Cuthberbwdgreed to Malcolm
spending a day a week at the Dementia Centre din§tUniversity, and |
wold like to thank you for that. He was a good oamicator — it was on your
ears that he had honed his skills — (Remember tinasejourney sermons?!)

During the time that Malcolm was ill, both of us neevery aware of being
strangely ‘born up’ in what we were facing. Weeltnthat Raphael Guild
were praying regularly for us, as were many of ¢bagregation. We were
both very grateful. And | continue to benefit frdims same experience. This
comes from being part of the St Cuthbert's comnyfot nearly a decade, a
hugely special time in our marriage.  So it ibig ‘thank you’ for all those
yesterdays too.

When Ernest met Malcolm in the summer, it was & wpecial meeting - two
guys with much in common, sharing in merriment aetight. It was then
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that Malcolm expressed his wish to find a restingce in St Cuthbert’s
memorial garden. And what a beautiful occasiomas. A loving and solemn
circle of so many good friends, the sun shinindylackbird singing, tears and
joy both equally accepted. Encircled in love amgraciation. What more
could he ask for! His sister Annette joins mehartking you too.

At Malcolm’s institution as Rector all those yeago, St Cuthbert's people
gave him a beautiful purple stole. | now am haeduthat Ernest accepts it
from me, by way of my casting Malcolm’s mantel, dasf wishing him, and
Mary and the family, as rewarding a time at St Gatkis as Malcolm and |
had - and many benefits long into the future.

Marion Goldsmith

On Sunday 2B November on a sunny Autumnal morning (the Feast
of Christ the King), after the 10.30 Eucharist, werred Malcolm’s
3 ashes. So a part of him will now be at rest indbemunity which

i - loved him so much and in which he found such fuléht. Before

the service, Philip’s rendering of “Farewell to @tmess” recalled

the July celebration in St John’s of Malcolm’s lifErnest, in his sermon,
referred to Malcolm’s ministry among us, as pasgoiigde, mentor and friend,
saying that his inspiration was still at work wiitst Cuthbert’s.

At the end of the service, Marion placed Malcoliexhes on the altar, bringing
with them a strong sense of his presence, with @dchis having our own

personal memories of him. Douglas movingly led ititercessions, followed

by Mary reading David Harkin’s poem “You can shedrs...:”

You can shed tears that he is gone,

or you can smile because he has lived.

You can close your eyes and pray that he'll conoi&,ba
or you can open your eyes and see all he's left.

Your heart can be empty because you can't see him,
or you can be full of the love you shared.

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesigrd
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yeaterd
You can remember only that he is gone,

or you can cherish his memory and let it live on.

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and your back.
Or you can do what he'd want:

smile, open your eyes, love and go on.
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We processed outside into the sunshine, whereeigdhrse of a short reverent
ceremony, Martin and Arnold placed the ashes ifGasden of Remembrance.
Marion’s bouquet, lying on the ashes, expressedhmughts. It was life, not
death, we were celebrating. Malcolm was with usl, la@ approved.

Christopher Davies

We are busy preparing for the Annual MeetingSumday 4 Decemberand
want to encourage you to attend. The meetingtaki place immediately after
the 10.30am eucharist and is part of how we workvauat St Cuthbert’s is
doing for the kingdom of God.

At the meeting we will appoint representatives aaceive the annual report
and accounts. Everyone who has completed a daolarf@rm is eligible to
vote at the meeting. And please make sure youdttas important meeting.
Refreshments will be provided.

' ?

Join us at church as we re-read the stories o8Jbsth and find out what all
the fuss is about:

November 28" - We three kings?
December &' - Round yon virgin mother and child?
December 12 O little town of Bethlehem?
December 19 - Joy to the world?

Starts/pm.
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The vestry met on"7November 2011 and the following items were disedss

Matters Arising: Photovoltaic solar panels: Planning officials iradex
that they would be unlikely to grant permission dhd application has
been withdrawn. Bryan was thanked for all the wioekhad put in to the
application.

Finance: The treasurer presented his Report and Accountggased by
OSCR, for the year ended"38eptember 2011 and the Budget for 2011 —
2012. Following discussion John Davies moved thespiance of the
Report and Accounts and the Budget for 2011 — 2@h@d Clyne
Shepherd seconded. Bryan was thanked for all th& tiv® has put in the
past year.

AGM preparations: The Rector has asked various Church groups to
submit small reports for the Annual Report. Nomimad for Vestry will
be invited from 28 November.

Correspondence: The Vestry discussed letters received from Douglas
and Rosemary Yeoman and Mary McCready.

AOCB_Heather CottageVestry expressed their commitment to keeping
Heather Cottage habitable and the roof repair v&¢ camplete, Hall users
Property Committee is considering giving keys ® tfain hall users.

Thanks were expressed to Gavin and Clyne for tantribution to vestry -
especially during the interregnum. Clyne said aslaively new member of
the congregation how much he appreciated the welcdnat he had
received.

Margaret Temple, Vestry Secretary
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Our church’s proposal to generate electricity bycéng a photovoltaic
assembly on the south facing roof of the churcH da not meet with
enthusiasm from the planning authorities, as ibiwed a listed building in a
conservation area, and could be seen from Westdaghue. The application
was therefore withdrawn on the basis that furthecuksion with the planners
would take place to devise a scheme which would tnbeir criteria.
Furthermore, the consultation with the congregatjoelded several valid
comments warranting investigation and consideratlmefore a properly
gualified decision could be made. Our thanks tdhede who responded to our
invitation to comment.

In the meantime, the government has halved theafateed in tariff for new

schemes not in operation before the middle of DésEm As we could not
meet this deadline, our original proposal is natoleé from a commercial point
of view, so the vestry has decided not to proceetthér.

Bryan Dale

There are two ways to get enough: one is to coatinlaccumulate
more and more. The other is to desire less.

G.K. Chesterton (1874-193(

Q)
~—
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This autumn a small group of us have been meetitiga Lady Chapel to share
time in quiet prayer and reflection. We began aenies of meetings, entitled
'‘Water of Life', with a Saturday afternoon togetivdnere we had time to reflect
on the gospel passage, move out into the quig¢teothurch for some time and
then gathering together in the Lady chapel whemee$irled us in a very
intimate and informal sharing of Communion. Othesssons have been on a
Sunday evening and we have followed the same pattérquiet stilling,
listening to soft music, hearing a gospel or psatad and then prayerful
reflection for about 15- 20 minutes. The altathe lady Chapel was dressed
simply, but to reflect our theme of water - in casrl hadn't guessed! The
candles are always lit at the beginning of our gtiree, as a way of marking
God’s presence with us. We will be changing thepdsaat the end of
November, and will have something simple, in kegpwith the theme of
Advent. There will be other opportunities to sharshort time of quiet and
reflection, every Friday 6.30-7.15pm, in the Ladya@el, during Advent. Not
too long, but enough time to focus on God and ldielfor us. Anyone is
welcome to join us! It's a space that can be dsedall kinds of prayer, not
only quiet and reflective, so we look forward te sghat happens in the year
ahead.

Wendy, Jean and Julie

* *

Opportunities for quiet and reflection during Advefime for God at the end
of the busy week, using seasonal bible passages

Fridays 6.30-7.15 pm in the Lady Chapel
November 28", December 3¢, 9" and 16".

Please speak to Julie Golding, Wendy Pearson orMgars for more details.

33



TLMS UPDATE

hope to send a cheque from our group to TLMSeabtginning of December;
so if you have tubs full or part full, please le2 ilave them by the first Sunday
[4th].

A note for your new diary: We will be acknowledgiwgprid Leprosy Day in
our service on the last Sunday of January [29/1/12]

Thank you for all your support in 2011. TLMS is alys grateful for our
contributions for their ongoing projects.

Barbara Tatlock
www.timscotland.org.uk

PRIZE DRAW
Over 25? And under 70? ....This
could be you!

And a passenger of any age

Win a day out in Perthshire driving a CATERHAM 7 or a PORSCHE
BOXSTER

Buy a ticket for £10

There are only 40 tickets available. The winniroget will be drawn on
Saturday 8 January.

For more information and tickets see Patriciayfaybr Wendy. More about
the day can be found atvw.openroadhire.co.uk
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ADVENT LUNCH

Sunday 4 December at the Parish Church
from 12.30pm

Join us for soup, rolls, coffee and cakes.

CAROL SINGING
Monday 19 December 7 - 8pm

Meet at the junction of Bonaly Crescent and
Bonaly Rise. Bring a torch.

And for 2012
A Concert with The Portmanteau Singers
Sunday 19 February at 7pm
St Cuthbert’'s Episcopal Church

Wendy Pearson and Patricia Brignall

www.colintonchristianid.co.uk
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You can see from People, Places & Things (page th&)} a regular

correspondence is building up over the website. Mglaer a reference is made
to colour, e.g. “red poppies”, it is not halluciiwax, but the website from

whence it comes! Colour is one of the advantagastifer is that items can be
quickly updated, which is essential for ephemera&dia which depend on
topicality.

But what about The Sign? Hard Copy — one you cdah inoyour hand, and leaf
back and forth easily, refer back to the previoaggy pick up in the Doctor’s
surgery, keep on the sideboard for instant referenc’hard copy” is more

effective as a communication medium for the sorjoofnal The Sign is. The

website is a reference bank, and in the case ofSldiea valuable complement.
Perhaps you have views on this?

www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk
email: editor@stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk

+

We had a most enjoyable and interesting eveningVahdy
Stewart's in November and thank Wendy very muchéartalk
and hospitality. The well prepared account of toernjey,
accompanied by excellent illustrations conveyed ¢the wonder
of the fascinating country of Namibia.

All women in the Congregation are welcome to catwng to the following
two events:-

CHRISTMAS LUNCH at THE ROYAL SCOTS CLUB, 29-31 Almomby

Place at 12 30 pm on FRIDAY the 9th of DECEMBERanléMyers is a
member of the club and has kindly arranged thisHuwith 3 courses and
coffee at a cost of £18. Please contact Jean Myensyself if you would like

to join us.

CAROLS with MULLED WINE and MINCE PIES on THURSDAY5TH
DECEMBER at Jan's Shepherd at 10 Kingsknowe RoadhSat 7 30 pm.
Please contact Jan or myself if you would like tane along to what was a
lovely evening last year.
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BURNS SUPPER- FRIDAY 27TH JANUARY
Audrey and Jim Naden are kindly organising thigaBe book early for this
popular event to which all are welcome.

OPENING OF CHURCH for PUBLIC ACCESS on SATURDAY 3rd
DECEMBER and SATURDAY 14th JANUARY between 10 and&® noon.
As agreed with the Vestry, the Phoenix Group isanrging the opening of the
church once a month on a Saturday Morning forad preeriod.

Margaret Kieran

After consideration we decided to start the lunchZa30 and not to

try to squeeze in a walk beforehand. That meansameenjoy the lunch — and
walk home afterwards.

We can also discuss our programme of events fo2.2Rlkase come along with
your wishes and suggestions.

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME!

The next (planned) event for the Westgarth Walketke Christmas
lunch on Sunday 18December, at McKenzies. We have ha
wonderful response with 24 people coming, which msethat we
have had to close the list as McKenzies are runoutgf space!

Jim Naden

%
& l”

Attentive readers will have noticed that | inviteohtributions to a special issue
on the general theme of Advent.”...waiting, longitgping, looking forward
to the coming....” Imaginative interpretations whicdin be read for enjoyment
as parables for our time. You will remember similamblications — “A
Christmas for our Time” (2004), “The Gift of Life(Easter 2006), “Behold,
thee Sower.....” (Harvest 2009).

With the December/January Sign you will have reeeithe latest Special Issue
“Hark, the Glad Sound....” consisting of ten piecesme meditative, some
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poetic, others retelling of real life situationsthers with a philosophical
content. We hope you will enjoy them all, and irenimg windows onto other
persons’ experience, may stimulate contemplatiath ianso doing, illuminate
your own.

There is a deeper vein of creativity still to belexed within our community.
Projects such as “Hark, the Glad Sound....” are an@gg, but none-the-less
significant. There are numerous other themes avgaéxploration.

If you have ideas, or a composition you would likeoffer, please speak to me.
Next time an invitation appears in The Sign, ddwesitate, share your ideas,
take the plunge and put pen to paper.

And thanks, of course, to those writers who did fhst and have given us
“Hark, the Glad Sound...”

Christopher Davies

COME AND JOIN US
FOR OUR
HOGMANAY EXTRAVAGANZA

TRADITIONAL SCOTTISH HOSPITALITY AND
CELEBRATIONS
SAY FARWELL TO 2011 AND DANCE INTO THE
NEW YEAR.

Venue: The Church Hall

7 pm for 7.30 pm

Live music by the Pop Shop Boys

Tickets available now from Julie Golding,

Jean Myers and Margaret Holmes.

£15, (E12 if food for 4 is provided). School chédr£7.

38



BURNS SUPPER

St.Cuthbert’s Church Hall
Friday 27 January 2012 @ 7.00 pm.
3 course meal plus entertainment

£12 BYOB

We will have readings from various Burns works, mussingalong
opportunities and generally a jovial friendly evemifor all ages, a meal of
soup. Haggis & Trifle.

Tickets are available from Audrey Naden.
Special Family Tickets are available on request

Seats are limited so book early and avoid disapp@nt.
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The next concert by the Colinton and Merchistoni€Cisoat 7 30pm on Sunda
4th December in Merchiston Castle School. Admiss#ofree, with a retiring
collection.

The two main works will be "Intende voci orationisy Schubert and a settit
of Psalm 42 by Mendedssohn. There will also be sesasonal carols.

The organist is Peter Backhouse and the condugssid Turner,

ty

Why not try Scottish Country Dancing this year? \Wee you are a beginner
an experienced dancer, do come and join us. Themutsession of the clu

began on Thursday £5September, and is every fortnight after that. €ig|
take place in St Cuthbert's Church Hall, Westgakttenue
from 7.45 — 9.15 pm. The cost is £2 per night, payarrival.
Come on your own, or with a partner — you'll be ma’ &
welcome. 0

For more information contact Ann Dean

TOWNS

Meet on the second Monday of the month in Dreghaan Hall at 7.45 pm

12" December Musical Evening: Cantare

o" January Battlefields of the First World War — Wendy Doran
Sales Table

— please contact Lillian McEwan for details.
Members, New Members and Visitors welcome
For further information, please contact:-
Lillian McEwan
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COLINTON LITERARY SOCIETY

The “Lit” meets on Wednesdays in the Upper DreghorrLoan Hall at 8pm.

30th Nov."Over the Hebrides:"
Prof. Angus and Dr. Patricia MacDonald
7th Dec. Lit Christmas Party withElizabeth Currie
11th Jan. "New Light on Roman Scotland'Dr. Fraser Hunter,
18th Jan. "Witchcraft in Seventeenth Century Edinburgh”
Dr. Joyce Miller
25th Jan. Dr. John Kitchen & The Edinburgh University Singers
in a programme of Burns' songs.
1st Feb. "The International Red Cross - Caught in the Crogsd"

The Rt. Hon. George Reid

COLINTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

DEC 58" The Story of Scotts’ Porage Oats Dave Clark

DEC 19" Christmas Event

JAN 16" The 1911 Census lain Ferguson
FEB 6" Member’s Evening

The CLHS meets in Dreghorn Loan Hall on alternate Mondays
Further information from Derek Douglas, Chairman

COLINTON GARDEN CLUB

Wednesday 14 December: Christmas Party and Entertainment
7.45 for 8 pm (by ticket only, please)

Monday 25" January: "Allotments — Theory and Practice”

Jo & Murdo McEwan with Jenny Mollison

Monday Meetings at 8pm in Dreghorn Loan Hall %Q’@"

New members (£6 annually) and friends welcome v
/l\

See the website or newsletter for details.
www.colintongardens.orqg.uk

Penny McKee

|4
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Dear Readers,

The year seems to fall into two unequal halvesiddiy by the holiday month,
July. Its pace quickens in the second half, soithegems no time at all since
the November issue appeared.

One thing is constant. That is the continuing wgliflow of articles, with their
interest and variety. They testify to a vital conmty, of which The Sign is
one tangible aspect.

Whether in response to changing times, Ernest'sngréfom the pulpit, or

indeed my modest exhortations, | sense that webao®ming increasingly
enquiring or questioning. We have questioned thars/we sing, and in this
issue (page 6), there is take up of issues raisddst month’s Thoughts to
Ponder. Such views, expressed in good faith, caihdeatalyst for progress —
action and change. | welcome them and thank wraedsreaders alike.

Best wishes to all for Christmas and a good star2012.
Christopher Davies

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

THE SIGN has been produced by Christopher Davies with mesnbkthe
congregation.

Contributions for theFebruary 2012 edition of THE SIGN to be sent to
Christopher Davies by latest 18 January 2012. Thank you.

For questions relating to subscriptions or distidou please refer to the
Rectory or Christopher Davies. The annual subsonpis £6 for The SIGN
(£9.00 if you would like The SIGN posted to you)daBlO for the new
magazine “Inspires” — the successor to “The SdotEgiscopalian”.

Cheques should be made payabl&tdCuthbert’'s Church and handed in or
sent to the Rectory, 6 Westgarth Avenue, Edinbiagii3 OBD, Tel: 0131 441
3557. Thanks to all our regular subscribers amddhwho have renewed their
subscriptions in the past months. We value youpstip
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Rector Revd Ernest Lennon
6 Westgarth Avenue, EH13 0BD

Administrator Elspeth Miller email elspeth4@talktalk.net
Assistant The Revd Douglas Yeoman

6 Craiglockhart Crescent, EH14 1EY
Rector’'s Warden Martin Fairley

10/2 Bonaly Steading, EH13 OHA
People’s Warden Margaret Holmes

13 Old Farm Avenue, EH13 0QQ
Sunday School (contact) Monique Dick
Support Worker-Elderly Mary Moffett

7 Howard Place, EH3 5JZ

Caretaker John McCready
298 Colinton Road, EH13 OLE

Gift Aid Secretary George Haskell

Lay Representative Margaret Temple

Magazine Editor Christopher Davies

Organist & Choir Contact Donald Mackintosh

Property Manager Bob Pritchard

Sacristans Lesley Gourley, George Griffiths,
Jan Shepherd, Barbara Tatlock

Treasurer Bryan Dale

Vestry Secretary Margaret Temple

Webmaster Peter Gibbens

Badminton Club Archie Clark

Christian Aid Rep. Wendy Pearson

Coffee Rota Agnes Stone

Ecocongregation Jean Haskell

Flower Convenor to be appointed

Hall Bookings Elspeth Miller

Leprosy Mission Barbara Tatlock

LINKS Rep. Hilary Pritchard

Phoenix Group Margaret Kieran

St. Raphael’'s Guild Rep.  Judith Mackintosh

Verandah Club Hilary Pritchard

Westgarth Walkers Jim Naden

Vestry Members Jayne Churchill, Bryan Dale,

John Davies, Martin Fairley,
Margaret Holmes, Clyne Shepherd,
Jan Shepherd, Joan Smith,
Margaret Temple, Gavin Wye.
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St Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church

Westgarth Avenue, Colinton, Edinburgh EH13 0BD
Phone/Fax: 0131-441 3557

E Mail: rector@stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk

Website: www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk
Usual Sunday Services
8.30am Holy Communion

10.30am Sung Eucharist
A sung service, with sermon
Sunday School during term-time
Mattins on occasion (see notices)
6.00pm Evensong
On the first Sunday of each month

Weekday Services
Wednesdays
10.30am Holy Communion followed by coffee

Thursdays

2.30pm The Thursday Service
A short ecumenical service designed with eldeslypte
in mind. Followed by tea

Thought for the Month

"Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingedients of

a truly merry Christmas."
Peg Bracke




